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iv Preface. 

The information given as to the food and 
habits of our birds may probably interest and 
benefit the agriculturist. The great majority of 
our feathered visitors are insectivorous, and con- 
sequently good friends of the farmer, who should 

extend his protecting care to these little insect- 
destroyers. 

Many of our Canadian birds are extremely 
interesting, and in beauty of plumage and sweet- 
ness and variety of song equal, if they do not 
surpass, the birds of any other country. 

The arrangement and classification, and the 
names that are given in this work, are those 
which have been sanctioned by modern orni- 
thologists. 



A. M. R. 



Pink Qrovb Villa, 
Toronto, December, 1871. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Birds of Canada may be divided into two 
classes — Granivorous and Carnivoyous. Some of 
Our birds, however, hold a middle nature, and 
partake of both. They may also be divided 
into six Orders — The Order of Rapiores, or Birds 
of Prey ; the Order of Scansores, or Climbers ; 
the Order of Iiisessores, or Perchers ; the Order 
of Rasores, or Scratchers ; the Order of Graila- 
tores, or Waders ; the Order of Natatores, or 
Swimmers ; and again subdivided into Sub- 
Orders, Families, and Sub- Families, 



Order J. — Raptorcs, or Birds of Prey. — Are 
mostly birds of large size, having strong hooked 
bills, sharp claws, great extent of wing, and 
powerful muscles ; the females are generally 
larger than the males. Birds of this Order live 
in pairs, such as Eagles, Hawks, Buzzards, and 
I Owls. 
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Order II. — Scansores, or Climbers. — Birds of 
[ this Order have their toes in pairs—two in 
front and two behind — which especially facili- 
tates climbing. The Cac«//rf(F, or Cuckoo Family 
and the Picid<E, or Woodpecker Family, belong 
to this Order. 

Order III. — Inscssorcs, or Pcrchcrs. — This 
I Order embraces a greater number of species 
than any other, and comprehends all those birds 
which live habitually among trees, with the ex- 
ception of birds of prey and climbing birds- 
All true perching birds have three toes before, 
and one behind, i 

Order IV. — Rasores. or Scratchers. — Com- 
prises birds which live mainly upon the ground. 
and feed principally upon berries, buds, tender 
leaves, and grain ; such as Doves, Grouse, Par- 
tridges, and Turkeys. 



OrDKR v. — Grallatores, or Waders. — Birds of 
this Order live near the water, and comprise the 
Herons, Bitterns, Plovers, Snipes, Phalaropes, 
Sandpipers, and Rails. 
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Order VI. — Natatores, or Swimmers, — Birds 
of this Order are especially fitted for aquatic 
life, and comprise the Ducks, Geese, Swans, 
Cormorants, Gulls, Grebes, Loons, and Terns ; 
Petrels, Auks, Sheldrakes, Gannets, Guillemots, 
and Puffins. 



Many species of birds that were quite common 
in Canada at the beginning of this century, are 
now rarely seen, and several have become extinct 
in comparatively recent times. 
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Okdeti l.-^ajitorw. (^inls of Serfy.) 
Famh.v falconid^, 

Suh^Faiiiitr V.\\.vos\^.v..— 'r/u- Falcon^. 




CdRLIIRINE 



Fako anattim. — The Peregrine Falcon. 

This bold and spirited falcon is one of the 

^most active and intrepid of the birds of prey. 

lit arrives in Canada about the last of March, 

I and remains until late in the fall. Color, 

■■ above, bluish cinereous, with transverse bands of 

brownish-black ; underneath, yellowish -white, 

with spots of black on the breast and abdomen ; 

I bill, light blue; legs and toes, yellow. Length, 

Btwenty inches. Its food consists principally of 
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ducks and other water-fowl. Nests, on a high 
rocky cliff; eggs, four, of a reddish ■ brown 
color, covered with dark blotches. 




SPARROW KAHK 

TiHttimculns sparvcrius. — The Sparrow Hawk. 
The Sparrow Hawk is a summer resident 
of Canada. Color, above, light rufous or cinna- 
mon \ underneath, pale rufous, spotted with 
black ; quills, brownish -black, with white bars ; 
legs, yellow ; bill, light blue. Nests, in a hollow 
tree ; eggs, four, of a yellowish-buff color, 
covered with spots of reddish -brown. Feeds 
upon small birds, mice, and squirrels. 

Falco columbarius. — The Pigeon Hawk. 
This bird arrives in Canada about the middle 
of March. Length, fourteen inches. Color, 
above, bluish-slate ; forehead and throat, white ; 



|w Fe 



Birds of Canada. 3 

under-parts, pale yellowish- white, every feather 
with a line of brownish-black ; legs, yellow ; 
quills, black ; bill, blue. Nests, in low fir-trees ; 
eggs, three ; dull, yclIowish-brown, with reddish- 
brown spots. Feeds upon sparrows, robins, and 
other small birds. 

^ Sub-Family AcciPlTRlN,«. — The Hawks. 
Astiir atricapillus. — The Goshawk. 

This hawk is frequently a resident of Canada 
throughout the year. Length, twenty inches. 
Color, above, dark ashy-blue ; underneath, white, 
mottled with ashy-brown ; feet, yellow ; bill, 
black ; Jri.s, reddish orange. Builds its nest 
upon the branches of a large tree, near the 
trunk ; eggs, three or four in number, of a dull 
bluish-white, slightly spotted with reddish-brown. 
Feeds upon ducks and other water-fowl, as well 

pigeons, blackbirds, and squirrels. 

Accipitcr Cooperii. — Cooper's Hawk. 

This pretty hawk is fifteen inches in length. 
Color, above, dark ashy-brown ; underneath, 
transversely barred with light rufous and white. 
This bird is the smallest of the so-called " Hen 
Hawks." It feeds upon poultrj-and small birds. 
Usually builds its nest in the tops of tall pines ; 
eggs, four in number, of a bluish- white, with 
light brown spots. This hawk is a summer 

iidcnt of Canada. 
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Accipiter fuscHs. — The Sharp-siiinned Hawk. 

The Sharp-shinned Hawk is twelve inches in 
length. Color, above, brownish-black ; under- 
neath, light rufous, with transverse bands of 
white. Legs, slender ; tail, ashy-brown, tipped 
with white. Feeds upon sparrows and other 
small birds. This is one of the earliest arrivals of 
spring, and remains until the last of November. 
Nests, in a tree ; eggs, four, bluish-white. 
5«i-/rtw;/)'BUTE0NIN.'E. — The Bussard Hawks. 
Euteo borealis. — The Red-tailed Hawk. 

This fine hawk is a resident of Canada through- 
out the year. Length, twenty-four inches. Color. 
above, dark umber brown ; underneath, pale 
yellowish white, with lines and spots of reddish- 
brown ; tail, bright rufous, tipped with white. 
Feeds upon domestic fowls, partridges, and rab- 
bits. Nests, in a large tree ; eggs, three in 
number, of a yellowish white, with dark blotches. 

Buteo lincatus. — The Red-shouldered Hawk. 

The Red-shouldered Hawk is eighteen or 
nineteen inches in length. Color, above, brown ; 
underneath, orange-red ; tail, brownish-black ; 
feet, yellow. Nests, in a tree ; eggs, five, pale 
blue, with dark reddish spots. This hawk re- 
mains in Canada throughout the year. Feeds 
upon squirrels, poultry, and small birds. 
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B. prtiiisylvanicHs.—Thc Broad-winged Hawk. 

The Broad-winged Hawk is eighteen inches in 
length. Color, above, umber brown ; underneath, 
white, with reddish spots : tail, dark brown. This 
bird is a common resident of Canada during the 

_ summer. Nests, in the top of a tali tree ; eggs, 
four or five, of a yellowish-whitc color, with tight 

fcbrown spots. Its food consists of small birds. 

Ireptiles, and squirrels. 
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wArckibuleo la^ofiits.— The Rough-lcggcd Hawk, 

This bird is twenty inches in length. Color, 
[light brown, mottled with reddish-brown and 
' white. Frequently remains in Canada through- 
out the year. Nests, in a' tall tree ; eggs, four 
■ five, of a biuish-white color, blotched with 
brown. 

A.saiicfi Johaiiiiis. — The Black Hawk. 



The specimen in my collection measures 
twenty-four inches in length. Color, glossy 
black, with a brownish tinge about the head 
and neck. Tail, black, with bands of white. 
Frequents marshes and swamps. Nests, in the 
top of a large tree ; eggs, five, of a dirty white 
;oior. Remains in Canada throughout the 
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Sub-family MlI.VIN'.E. — The Kiies. 
Cirats hudsoniits. — The Marsh Hawk. 
The Marsh Hawk is one of our most common 
summer hawks. It arrives here from the south 
about the first of May. Color, bluish -cinereous 
above ; beneath, red dish- white. Nests, on the 
ground ; e^s, four or five, of a dirty white color. 
Feeds upon field mice, principally, and the num- 
ber of these destructive little animals which it 
devours during the breeding season is almost 
incredible. It is consequently entitled to the 
protection of the farmer. 

Sub-Family AQrilJN'jK.— T'/zf Eagles. 

Halia-tHS leiicocephalus.—TVd White-headed 
ICagle. 

This noble bird is frequently met with on the 
high shore of Lake Ontario throughout the year, 
and is often seen in the Ottawa region, near the 
interior lakes, and in the vicinity of the Rideau 
canal. Feeds upon wild fowl and small animals, 
and is equally partial to fish. The nest of this 
species, formed of lai^e .sticks, sods, moss, and 
hay, is usually found in a lofty tree, in a swamp 
or morass, and, as it is increased or repaired 
every season, becomes of great size ; eggs, two 
or three, of a yellowish-white color, with brown 
patches. General color, brownish -black ; head 

\ tail, white ; bill, feet, and iris, yellow. 
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AqniUi caiiadcusls. — Tlie Golden Eagle. 

This magnificent eagle is rarely met with 
except in the interior of Canada. The general 
color of the plumage is dct;p brown, mixed with 
tawny on the head and neck, the feathers on 
the back being finely shaded with a darker hue. 
Feeds upon young fawns, raccoons, rabbits, and 
large birds. Usually nests on the sides of steep 
rocky crags; eggs, three in number, of a dull 
white, with patches of bronze. 

Patidion carolinmsis. — The I'^i-sh-Hawk. 

This common and we!l known hawk is a summer 
resident of Canada. Color, above, umber-brown ; 
beneath, white ; bill and claws, bluish-black. 
Nests, in a large tree, on the margin of the inland 
lakes or rivers ; eggs, three in number, of a 
reddish-cream color. Feeds entirely upon fish. 

Family STRIGID^. THE OWLS. 

Sub-Family BubONlN.E. — The Honied Owls. 

Bilbo virgiiiiaHus. — The Great Homed Ow!. 

The Great Horned Owl is a permanent resi- 
dent of Canada. It is very destructive to domestic 
fowls, and consequently very obnoxious to the 
farmer. Length, twenty-two inches. Color, 
brownish-black, mottled with ashy-white. The 
nest of this owl is frequently built in the top- 
most branches of tall pines, and sometimes in 
the top of a stub ; eggs, three or four, of a yel- 
lowisli-white. 



Acofis. 
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-Mottled Owl, or Screech Owl. 



This owl feeds upon mice and squirrels, small 
birds, and beetles. Length, ten inches. Color, 

pale asliy-brown. Krecds in Canada, Nests. 
in a hollow tree ; egj;s, four or five, white. 

Oliis Wiiso'iiaiitis. — The Long-eared Owl. 
The Lont;-eared Owl feeds upon small birds. 
It rears its young in nests which it finds, seldom 
making one for itself; e^s, four or five, of a 
dirty-white color. This owl lingers about moun- 
tain streams. Its cry is prolonged and plaintive. 
Breeds in Canada. Length, fifteen inches. Color. 
brownish-black-, mottled with asliy-white. 

BracliyotHs Cassinii.- — The Short-eared Owl. 

This owl is a permanent resident of Canada. 
Length, fourteen inches, Color, light brown, 
mottled with gray. Builds its nest upon the 
ground ; eggs, four in number, pure white. 
Feeds upon mice and small birds. 

Sub-Family SVRMN.i:.— ZV/r Gray Oivh. 

Syrninni iiebiilosum.—'Vhc Barred Owl. 

Thisisoneof our most common ow!s. Length, 
twenty inches. Color, light ashy-brown. Feeds 
upon small birds, mice, and reptiles. Nests, in 
high' trees; eggs, three in number, white. Re- 
mains in Canada throughout tlie year. 
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Syrnium cina-aim. — The Cinereous Owl. 

This is the largest member of the owl family. 
f Length, thirty inches. Color, ashy-brown, mot- 
I tlt^tt with ashy-wbite. Head, large ; eyes, small. 
Feeds upon rabbits, squirrels, and other small 
L animals, it is a rare visitor to this part of 
I Canada. This ow! breeds in the far north. 

Nyciale Richardsonii. — The Sparrow Owl. 

This pretty little owi is a regular winter visitor. 
It is eleven inches in length; the color, above, 
reddish-brown, tinged with olive ; beneath, ashy- 
white ; legs and bill, light yellow. Breeds in the 
north-west. Nests, in a tree ; eggs, four in num- 
ber, pure white. Its food consists of mice and 
small birds. Seeks its prey by night. 



Nyctale acadka. — The Saw-ivhet owl. 

This species is a permanent resident of Canada. 
It is the smallest of the family, being only eight 
and a-half inches In length. Color, above, red- 
dish-brown ; beneath, ashy-white, with spots of 
rufous. It builds its nest in a stump or hollow 
tree; egg's, four in number, pure white. The 
food of this owl consists of bats, mice, and small 
birds. 
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Siib'Family Nycteinin.^. — The Day Owls, 

Surnia ultda. — The Hawk Owl. 

The Hawk Owl is a permanent resident of 
Canada. It possesses many of the characteristics 
gf a falcon. Length, eighteen inches ; the color, 
pale ashy-brown ; throat, white ; a large brown 
spot on each side of the breast. This bird seeks 
its prey by day as well as by night. Nests, in a 
tree ; eggs, two in number, pure white. 

Nyctea nivea. — The Snowy Owl. 

This beautiful owl is a regular fall and winter 
visitor in Canada. It is twenty-seven inches in 
length ; the plumage is pure white, with a few 
spots of dark brown on the back and wings. Its 
food consists principally of rabbits, birds, and 
fish, which it obtains by daylight as well as by 
twilight. The Snowy Owl flies with great rapi- 
dity, often capturing ducks and other water fowl 
upon the wing. Breeds in the arctic regions. 
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Ordei! n-$ran$orfS. ((ftimbcrs.) 

Familv CUCULID/E. THE CUCKOOS. 




Coccygus amcrUanus. — TheVcllow-billcd Cuckoo, 

The Ytllow-billed Cuckoo is a rare visitor in 
Canada. It i.s cievcn inches in length. Color, 
above, olive-green, tinged with ash near the bill ; 
beneath, white ; tail. oHve-grcen. with a border 
of black tipped with white ; upper mandible, 
black; lower, yellow; quills, orange-cinnamon. 
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This bird breeds in the United States. Its nest 
is built in a low tree or shrub ; eggs, four, of a 
bright green color. The song of this cuckoo is 
discordant and harsh, and may be represented 
by kow-kow, kow-koiv. Its food consists of in- 
sects and the eggs and young of other birds. 

Coccygus crytliropkthalmus. — The Black-billed 
Cuckoo. 

This species is a regular summer visitor. It 
arrives about the tenth of May, and remains 
until the first of September. In size, color, and 
characteristics, it closely resembles the preceding 
bird. It differs only in having both mandibles 
black. This cuckoo breeds in Canada. Nests, 
in a barberry bush or low tree ; eggs, four, of a 
bright green color. 

Family PIClDyE. THE WOODPECKERS. 

Sub-Family PlciN.v., 

Picas villosus. — The Hairy Woodpecker. 

The Hairy Woodpecker is a permanent resi- 
dent of Canada. Its food consists principally 
of insects and their larva;. Color, black and 
■white, spotted, Length, eleven inches. Nests, 
in a hole In a tree ; eggs, five, pure white, 



Birds of Candida. 13 

Fkus pubescens.—'Wic Downy Woodpecker. 

This woodpecker is six inches in length. Color, 

above, black, with a white band down the back ; 

D white stripes on the side of the head ; the 

^er parts white. Nests, in a hole in a tree ; 

^gs, six, pure white. The food of this bird 

s entirely of insects and their larv.'e. 

Picoidts arctiais. — The Black-backed, Three-toed 
Woodpecker. 
This species is a permanent resident of Canada. 
■Its habits do not differ from tho.se of other wood- 
Ipeckers. Back, black ; wings, spotted white and 
I black ; top of head, saffron color. Nests, in a 
^Stump ; eggs, four, pure white. 

\3phyrapta1s varitts. — Yellow-bellied Woodpecker. 
This pretty bird is a .summer resident of Canada, 
s often seen in orchards, e.specially in apple 
prees. Feeds upon insects and their larvas. Back 
i wings, spotted black and white ; top of head 
i throat, red ; belly, yellow. This bird is a 
Ifriend to the farmer, as it destroys immense 
numbers of insects. Nests, in a decayed tree in 
tthe woods ; eggs, five, pure white. 

Picoidcs hursittus. — The Banded Three-toed 

Woodpecker. 
This woodpecker is a permanent resident of 
Length, nine inches. Black, above : 
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white, beneath ; quills, spotted with white : top 
of the head, spotted with white ; the crown of 
the male, with a yellow patch. Nests, in a stump 
or decayed tree ; eggs, four, creamy-white. 
HylatoiHHS pileatus.—T\\c Pileatcd Woodpecker. 
This beautiful woodpecker is seldom seen in 
the settled portions of Canada, although it is 
frequently met with \\\ the interior. It is the 
largest and most powerful of the woodpecker 
family. General color of body, wings, and tail, 
greenish-black ; a narrow white streak just above 
the eye to the occiput ; crown of head, bright 
red. Length, eighteen inches. Nests, in a hole 
in a tree or stub; eggs, five in number, pure white. 




Mchiicrf'i-s erythroafkalHS.~i:\\^ Red-headed 

Woodpecker. 
This bird is one of our regular visitor.^. It 
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arrives here from the south about the middle 
of May. Its habits are the same as those of 
tile other species, except that he is a great 
lover of fruit and grain. It is, however, a 
question whether he is not a greater friend 
than enemy to the farmer, as he kills great 
numbers of insects. Back, black ; belly, white ; 
head and neck all round, crim.son. Length, ten 
inches ; bill and feet, black. Nests, in a hole in 
, a stub or tree; eggs, four in number, pure white. 




HNCED WOOUPECKKK. 



Hes (lurtttus. — Golden-winged Woodpecker. 
The Golden-winged Woodpecker is one of our 
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best known and most beautiful summer visitors. 
It is twelve inches long ; the wing six inches. 
The top of the head, and the upper part of the 
neck, bluish-ash ; a red crescent on the nape ; 
the other upper parts, olive-brown, with trans- 
verse bands of black ; the lower parts, yellowish- 
white, tinged with brownish, and ornamented 
with circular black spots, and with a black cres- 
cent on. the breast ; the shafts and under surfaces 
of the wings are gamboge yellow. This elegant 
bird arrives in Canada from the south about the 
twentieth of April, and returns late in the fall. 
Nests, in a hollow tree ; eggs, six, pure white. 
Feeds upon insects, berries, and grains. 
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Order III— ^mmm». (W^mUm.) 

Family TROCHILID^. THE HUMMING 

BIRDS. 

Trochiltcs colubris. — The Ruby-throated 

Humming Bird. 

This beautiful little bird arrives here from the 
south about the last of May. Nests, in a tree ; 
eggs, two, pure white. Its food consists of in- 
sects and the juice of sweet-scented flowers. 

Family CYPSELID^. THE SWIFTS. 
Chetura pclasgia. — The Chimney Swallow. 

« 

This swallow arrives here about the last of 
May. Leaves for the south about the first of 
September. Color, sooty-brown. Nests, in hol- 
low trees or unused chimneys ; eggs, five, pure 
white. Feeds upon insects. 

Family HIRUNDINID.^.. THE 
SWALLOWS. 

Hirnndo aiucricana. — The Barn Swallow. 

The general color of this swallow is steel blue 
above ; beneath, light chestnut ; tail, forked. 
Receives its name from its frequently attaching its 
nest to the rafters in barns. Feeds upon insects, 

8 
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//. lanifrons. — The Cliff Swallow. 
The Cliff Swallow is black, above ; white. 
beneath; tail, green. Builds its nest under pro- 
jecting cliffs ; eggs, six, white, with a purplish 
tint. Feeds upon insects. 

H. riparia. — The Bank- Swallow. 

This is the smallest of the swallows. Color, 
above, grayish-brown ; beneath, pure white. It 
takes its name from its habit of making deep, 
winding holes in sand banks, in which it builds 
its nest; eggs, four, pure white. Feeds upon 
insects. 

If. dko/iii-.—Thu White-breasted Swallow. 

This well known swallow arrives here about 
the middle of May. Color, above, metallic- 
green ; beneath, white. Nests, in a fiole in a 
tree or stub, and sometimes in a martin's bo.v ; 
eggs, four, white. Feeds upon insect.s. 

Pivgitc purpurea. — The Purple Martin. 
This pretty and interesting bird arrives in 
Canada early in April. Color : the old males 
are glossy steel-blue all over ; the females are 
glossy steel-blue above, and pale brown beneath. 
Two broods are raised during the season. Nests, 
in a hole in a tree, or martin's box ; eggs, four 
or six. pure white. Karly in September the 
martins leave for the south. 
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'Family CAPRIMULGID^. THE GOAT- 
SUCKERS. 




Caprimulgits vori/cnts.^~Thc Whip-poor-will. 

The Whip-poor-will is a rt;gular summer resi- 
dent or Canada. It is ten and a-ha!f inehes 
1 long ; bill, short, and bent at tiie point : mouth, 
I very large, and bc^et along the sides with a 
number of stiff bristles, which turn inwards; eyes. 
full and large ; the plumage is variegated with 
black, pale cream-brown, and rust color. The 
notes of the whip-poor-will are three, and have 
■ a resemblance to the syllables " whip foor will" 
from which it takes its name. It begins its song 
L soon after sunset, and continues till late at night ; 
I then remains silent till near the dawn, when it 
I resumes, and continues till sunrise. During the 
y it sits in the most retired, solitary, and decp- 
Jehadcd parts of the woods, generally on high 
Pground. where it reposes in silence. When dis- 
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turbed, it rises within a few feet, and flies slowly 
through the woods for thirty or forty yards, and 
generally settles on a low branch, or on the 
ground. Its sight appears deficient during the 
day, as it seems to want that vivacity for which 
it is distinguished in the morning and evening 
twilight. It does not perch, like other birds, 
sitting across the branch, but lengthwise ; and its 
hinder toe is capable of being turned forward as 
well as backward. It is solitary in its habits, 
and is generally seen alone. The female begins 
to lay about the second week in May, selecting 
for this purpose the most unfrequented part of 
the wood, often where some brush, old logs, or 
heaps of leaves had been lying, and always on a 
dry situation. The eggs, usually two in number, 
and greenish-white, are deposited on the ground, 
or on the leaves, not the slightest appearance 
of a nest being visible. Its food consists entirely 
of night-flying insects. 



Binh tif Canada. 21 




Ckorddtfs popcUic.—'Wvi Night Hawk. 

This is a well known binl. It yrrives here 
I from the south about the middle of May. The 
Icolors of this bird, though plain, have a beautiful 
■ effect from the elegance of their disposition: the 
1 plumage being beautifully freckled, barred, and 
spotted with brown, black, grey, and fcrrugi- 
Inous, variously arranged and diversified. The 
tbill is small, flat, and hooked at the tip; the 
r eyes are large, full, and black ; the legs are 
I short, rough, and scaly, and feathered below the 
I'knee. The male is distinguished from the female 
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by an oval white spot, near the end of the first 
three quill feathers. Nests, on the bare ground, 
sometimes on a rock ; eggs, two, grayish-white, 
spotted with brown and lavender. Its food con- 
sists entirely of moths, gnats, beetles, and other 
night insects. 

C. carolinmsis. — The Chuck- Will's Widow. 

The Chuck-Will's Widow closely resembles 
the Whip-poor-will in general appearance. This 
interesting bird is a very rare visitor in Canada. 
It derives its name from its repeated utterance 
of a cry that exactly resembles the words ''chuck 
will's widowT Like the other members of the 
Goat-Sucker Family, this bird is nocturnal, seek- 
ing its food by night. Nests, on the ground ; 
eggs, two, grayish-white, mottled with buff. 
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SUB-ORDER CLAMATORES. 

(SCREAMERS). 

Family ALCEDINID^ THE KING- 
FISHERS. 




CtTj'lc a/cj'oii.—'Yhi: Belted Kingfisher. 

This bird is a very common summer resident 
of Canada. It arrives here about the tenth of 
April. The plumage of this pretty bird is light 
blue above, marked with a great number of dark 
streaks caused by the blue-black shaft of each 
feather. The wings arc blackish-brown, bound 
with white, and variegated with blue ; the head, 
with a crest ; a band across thi.' breast and sides 
of the same color as the back ; the tail, with 
transverse bands and spots of white. Length, 
twelve inches. Nests, in a long winding hole in a 
sand-bank ; eggs, six, pure white. Feeds upon fish. 
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Familv COLOPTERID^E, THE FLY- 
CA TCIIERS. 

S/ib-Fa?m(yT\'RA^KlKAL — Tyrant Fly-catchers. 




Tyrauitiis carolmmsis. — The King Bird. 

This brave Httle bird is a summer inhabitant 
of Canada. Color above, dark bluish-ash, the 
lower parts, white; the concealed crest, vermillion 
and orange. Its favorite resorts arc open fields 
or orchards. Feeds ujxm insects. It is a 
courageous little bird, and attacks hawks, crows, 
and other large birds without the least hesitation. 
Nests, in an orchard tree ; eggs, five, of a beau- 
tiful creamy-white color, with spots and specks 
\ cf brown. Departs for the south, first September. 
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MyiarcJms crinitus. — The Great- crested Fly- 
catcher. 

This bird arrives in Canada about the middle 
I of May. The nest is placed in a hollow tree or 
I stub, and nearly always contains the cast off skin 
I of a snake, which is coiled at the bottom ; eggs, 
I four, of a dull cream color, scratched with purple 
I lines. Feeds upon insects. The general color 
I of this bird is dull greenish-olive above; under 
I parts, bright sulphur-yellow ; head, well-defined 
I crest. Departs for the south first September. 

Sayoriiis fiisciis. — The Phebe Bird. 

This very common bird is too well known to 
■ need a description. It arrives from the south 
I about the last of March, and departs the last of 
I October. 

ContopHS %'irais. — The Wood Pewee. 

This is a common summer resident of Canada. 
I 1 1 arrives here about the twentieth of May. Gen- 
I eral color, dark olive-brown ; the lower parts 
[ pale-yellow. This bird loves the dark quiet 
' retreats of the forests. Here, sitting upon a 
I branch, it may be seen watching for insects, 
kuttering its low melancholy notes. Nests, in a 
I tree ; eggs, four or five; light-j'ellow. spotted 
vith red on the large end. 
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Mmpidonax minimus. — The least Fly-catcher. 
This active little bird arrives from the south 
bboiit the first of May. Color, above, olive- 
irown ; beneath, yellowish-white ; length, five 
■inches. Usually nests in an apple tree ; eggs, 
Hour ; cfL-amy-white color. FcL-ds upon insects 
ipntirely. 



SUB-ORDER OSCINES. 

(SINGING BIRDS.) 

Family TURDID.4i:. THE THRUSHES. 




WOOD thulhu. 

Tardus mustdiims. — The Wood Thrush. 

This sweet songster is a common Canadian 

"visitor, arriving here about the twentieth of May. 

The Wood Thrush delights in deep, shady places, 

where there is a small brook. Its soft, half plain- 
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Pflotes excel in sweetness those of any other 
Canadian bird. Color, above, clear cinnamon- 
brown ; the under parts are white, tinged with 
buff, marked with blacVish spots. Nests, in a 
low shrub in the deep woods ; eggs, four in 
number, of a blue color, tinted with green. Feeds 
upon insects. 

T. pttllassii.—TUc Hermit Thrush. 

The Hermit Thrush arrives in Canada about 
the middle of May. Color, above, olive-brown ; 
beneath, white ; length, eight inches. Nests, in 
low trees or bushes ; eggs, four, of a light blue 
color. In its habits and song it is similar to the 
Wood Thrush. Feeds upon insects. 

T. fitsmra/s.—'Thc Tawtiy Thnisii, 

This is a common summer resident of Canada. 
Color, above, light reddish-brown ; below, white. 
Nests, on the ground ; eggs, four, of a bluish- 
green color. Feeds upon insects. 

T. swaimoitii.—Thc Oiive-backed Thrush, 

This pretty bird is the least common of all the 
thrushes. Color, olivaceous ; breast, white ; 
throat and breast, spotted with brown. Nests, 
in the deepest recesses of the forest ; eggs, four, 
of a reddish-brown color. Feeds on insects. 
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T, migratorius. — The Robin. 

This is one of the most common and interest- 
ing summer residents. Color, above, olive-gray ; 
top and sides of the head, black ; throat, white, 
streaked with black ; under parts, chestnut- 
brown ; length, ten inches. Its food consists of 
caterpillars, earth-worms, and grubs of various 
kinds. Nests, in a tree ; eggs, four, greenish- 
blue. The popular prejudice against this bird 
is unjust. It is a good friend to the farmer, 
and should be protected. 



Sub-h'aiiiily.—WVs\ I N.E. — Mocking Birds 

Harpor/iync/tus ru/its.—'Yhe Hronn Thrush, or 
Brown Thrasher. 

This sweet songster is one of our most welcome 
visitors. In the pleasant spring mornings, this 
bird utters the sweetest melodies from the top- 
most branches of some isolated tree. During the 
day it prefers low thick bushes. The nest is 
made in a clump of low bushes, a few feet from 
the ground ; eggs, four to .six, of a dull buff color, 
sprinkled with brown. Genera! color, above. 
light cinnamon-red ; below, pale rufous white. 
The Brown Thrasher, arrives here about the last 
of April, and departs for its southern home the 
"rst week in October. 
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GakoscopUs candiiifisis.—'Vbe Cat Bird. 
This well known bird arrives in Canada about 
f the middle of May. Its habits are so well known 
I that a description is hardly necessary. Genera! 
:olor, dark plumbeous; the under tail coverts, 
I dark brown. In spring its song is varied, mellow, 
land sweet. It possesses to some extent the 
lipower to imitate the notes of other birds. 
I Sometimes it mews like a cat, henco its name. 
I Nests, in low bushes ; eggs, four, sometimes six, 
Igrccnish-bluc. It rears two broods in a season. 
I About the middle of October the Cat Bird goes 
I south. 



F.\Mii.Y SAXICOLIDvE. 77//;- ROCK 
IN HAB ITERS 

Sialiasialis. — The Blue Bird. 

The Blue bird, is a common summer riisident 

l<of Canada. General color, above, azure-blue ; 

Ibcneath, reddish-brown. It is one of the earliest 

^arrivals, making its appearance about the middle 
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of March. Nests, in a knot-hoie or martin's box ; 
e^s. five innumbcr,ofaiiglit-blue color. Feeds 
entirely upon insects. Leaves for the 5011th the 
first of October.' 



Family SYLVID^. THE WOOD 
INHABITERS 
Rigulus calendula. — The Ruby-crowned Wren. 
This pretty little wren is at once distinguished 
by the crown, which has a concealed patch of 
scarlet feathers, which are white at the base. 
Its song is charming, and harmonious. Arrives 
here about the middle of May, on its way north 
to breed, and visits us again in September, while 
migrating south. Feeds upon insects and their 
larva;. 

Regidiis satrapa. — The Golden-crested Wren. 
This wren, is distinguished from the Ruby- 
crowned by a crest of orange-red, encircled by 
yellow. Visits Canada in the spring and autumn. 
Breeds north of Ontario. Feeds upon insects. 

Rcgulus Cuvkri. — Cuvier's Golden-crested Wren. 
This diminutive and beautiful bird, differs from 
the Rcgulus Satrapa in having two black bands 
m\ the crown, .separated by a white band. This 
wren usually accompanies the two preceeding 
species, in their spring and fall migrations. 
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Family PARID-/E. 

Sub-Family PARING. — The Titmice. 

Parus atricapilhis. — The Black-cap Titmouse, or 

Chick-a-dee. 

This pretty Uttle bird is one of the few species 
that remain with us throughout the year. It 
builds its nest in a hole in a stump or tree ; 
eggs, six in number, white, with reddish-brown 
markings at the larger end. Two broods are 
raised in a season. General color, ashy-brown 
above, and white beneath ; top of the head and 
throat, black ; and the sides of the head between, 
white. Feeds entirely upon insects and their 
larvae. 

P. hiidsoniciis. — Hudson's Bay Titmouse. 

This bird is a permanent resident of Canada. 
Color, olive-brown above ; white beneath ; top 
of the head, brown ; sides of the head, white. 
Length, five inches. Nests, in a shrub ; eggs, 
four, pure white. 
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Siw-Fiviii/y SiTTIN.ii.— 77/,- Xulhakhes 




Sitta carolineusis. — Tlie White-bellied Nuthatch. 

This nuthatch is one oT our common summer 
birds, and sometimes remains in Canada through 
the winter. Color, ashy-bUic above ; the under 
parts, white; top of the head and neck, black. 
Nests, in a hole in a stump or tree ; eggs, six, 
dull white. Feeds upon in.sccts. At night it 
attaches its feet to the bark of a tree, and sleeps 
with its head downwards, 

S. canadensis, — The iied-Bcllied Nuthatch. 

The Red-bellied Nuthatch is smaller than the 
preceding species ; the belly, reddish-brown; in 
other respects it is similar to the White-bellied 
Nuthatch. 
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■ Familv CERTHIAD^. THE CREEPERS. 




Certhia amerkana. — The American Creeper. 

This industrious insect-hunter is a permanent 
resident of Canada. Color, above, dark brown. 
each feather streaked with white ; the under 
parts, rusty-brown ; a white streak over the eye. 
Feeds upon insects and their larvs. Nests, in a 
hollow tree ; eggs, six. dark gray. 

Family TKOGLODYTID^. THE WRENS. 

Cistotlwriis palifstris. — Long-billed Marsh Wren. 

This species lives among the rank vegetation 

, growing in marshes and inlets to the lakes. Here 

. it builds its nest, and lays six eggs of a deep 

chocolate color. This wren is five and a-half 
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inches long ; the upper parts, dull reddish-brown ; 
the under parts, and a streak over the eye, white. 
Feeds upon insects. It arrives here about the 
middle of May, and leaves for the south about 
the last of September. 

Troglodytes hyemalis. — The Winter Wren. 

The Winter Wren arrives in Ontario about 
the first of October, and remains through the 
winter, leaving early in tlie spring for the north, 
where it breeds. Color, reddisli-brown. 

Troglodytes mion. — The House Wren. 
This well known and interesting bird arrives 
from the south the first week in May. It lives 
entirely upon insects, of which it destroys vast 
numbers. This little wren delights in Hving 
near the habitations of men, and builds its nest 
in any hole in a tree or stump it finds ; eggs, 
six, pale red dish -brown. Color, reddish-brown. 

Family SVLVICOLlD,'li WARBLERS. 

Sidi-Family SvLVict)Li\.T:.^77;/- Wood 
Warhlcrs. 

Mniotitta varia. — The Jiiack and White Creeper, 
This is a regular summer resident. Nests, in 
Ipw bush ; eggs, four, creamy- white. General 
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color of the male, black ; the feathers broadly- 
edged with white. All the birds of this family 
are insectivorous. I have thirty species of the 
warbler family in my collection, 

Pariila americana. — The Blue Yello\v-backcd 

Warbler. 
This warbler arrives hero about the middle of 
April on its way to the north, and returns south- 
I ward about the middle of September. Color, 
I above, blue, with a yellow stripe on the middle of 
I the back ; beneath, yellowish-white. This species 
I utter.s a soft, prolonged twitter, its only song. 

I Geothlypis triehas. — The Maryland YellowThroat. 

This very pretty warbler breeds in Ontario. 
I Color, above, olive-green, tinged with brown ; 
I throat and neck, bright yellow. Nests, in low 
I bushes ; eggs, four, creamy-white. 

G . philadelpkiie. — The Mourning Warbler. 

Its note is a simple chit, uttered in a soft, pen- 
|.fiive tone. General color, ash-gray above, and 
j^undcrneath. Breeds in Canada. Nests, 
IT bush ; eggs, four, bluisli-white. 



W. Macgilhn 



— Macgillvray's Warbler. 



This Warbler is five inches long, the wing less 
phan two and a-half indies ; the head and neck. 
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ash, a narrow frontlet and space around the eye, 
biack ; the feathers of the forward under parts 
really black, but appearing gray from the ashy 
tips of the feathers ; the rest of the upper parts 
dark olive-green, and of the lower, yellow. Breeds 
in Canada. Nests, in a low bush ; eggs, five, 
flesh- colored. 

Dendroua vireiis. — The Black-throated Green 
Warbler. 
The Black- throated Green Warbler, is five 
inches long, the wing over two and a-half inches ; 
the crown and back, olive ; the forehead, super- 
ciliary and maxillary stripes, yellow. Breeds in 
Canada. Nests, in a bush near the ground i eggs, 
five, bluish-white. 

D. pa/maru?f!.— The Yellow Red-poll Warbler. 

This bird is five inches long, the wing nearly 
two and a-half inches, the crown, sides of the 
head, and inferior streaks, yellow; a while spot on 
the end of the tail, superciliary streak and under 
parts, yellow. Breeds in the interior of Canada. 
Visits Ontario in May and September. 

D. /y-r/V;a.^Capc May Warbler. 

The Cape May Warbler, is five and a quarter 

inches long, the wing nearly three inches, the 

bill, acute and decurved ; the color, olive above,. 
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L rump and iinilcr parts, yullow ; crown, blackish ; 
I'sides of the head, chestnut. This pretty bird 
[ breeds in northern Canada. 

1). catieidi:»sis.--'Thc B!ack-throati;d Blue 

Warbler. 

This bird is five and a-half inches long, the 

I wing, two and a-half; the crown, black; back, 

I ash; maxillary stripe, white. Breeds in Manitoba. 

I Visits Ontario in the spring and fall. 

D. corona/a.^Thc YcUow-runip Warbler. 
This Warbler i.s five and a quarter inches 
J long, the wing, three inches; the color, slate-blue 
[ above; throat, white; head, blackish; the sides 
I and rump, with a yellow patch. Breeds north 
I of Ontario. 

D. Blackbnrniie. — Blackburnian Warbler. 
This is, without exception, the most beautiful 
I of all the warblers. Color : the back, black ; 
I throat, bright-orange ; and a patch on the wing 
I and outer tail feathers, white. Breeds in the far 
I north. Remains, for a few days, in May and 
October. 

D. castaiica. — The Bay-brcastcd Warbler. 

This bird is five inches long ; the head, chestnut ; 

sides of the head, black; and belly white. Like 

most of the family, this bird breeds in the north- 
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D. maculosa. — The Black and Yellow Warbler. 

This bird is a summer resident of Canada. 
Builds its nest in the willows that grow in low 
marshy grounds ; eggs, four, pure white. 

Myiodioctcs canadensis. — The Canada Fly- 
catcher. 

The Canada Fly-catcher is about five and 
a-third inches long, the wing, about two and two- 
thirds inches ; the back, bluish; streaks upon the 
crown ; stripe on the side of the head and neck ; 
and breast, black. Breeds in Canada. Nests, on 
the ground, or in a low bush ; eggs, four, pinkish- 
white. 

M. mitratus. — The Hooded Warbler. 

The Hooded Warbler is five inches long ; the 
■\ead and neck, black ; back, olive-green ; the 
Vont, cheeks, and under parts, yellow. It is 

•ry rarely seen in Ontario. Breeds in the 

nth. Visits Canada in the spring. 

■ A mimitus. — The Small-headed Fly-catcher. 

I'his little bird is four inches long; olive, above; 
low, beneath ; and the wing, with two white 
ds. Visits Canada in May and October. 

visillus. — The Green Black-cap Fly-catcher. 

iiis Fly-catcher is four and three-quarter 
.s long; the upper parts, olive ; the forehead. 
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and undtT parts, bright-yollow ; the crown, with 
a black patch. Remains here fiir a few days in 
May and August. 

Hchmthcriis vcrmivorns. — The Worm-eating 
Warbler. 

The Worm-eating Warbler is live inches long. 
Color, olive-green, above ; beneath, brownish- 
yellow. Visits Canada during the spring and 
summer migrations. Breeds in the far north. 

Helmmthopaga plmis. — The Blue-winged Yellow 
Warbler. 
This bird is four and a-half inches long, the 
wing, two and four-tenths inches. Color, above, 
olive-green ; the wings and tail, bluish-gray; the 
crown and under parts, rich orange-yellow. Its 
nest is elongated, and attached by its upper edge 
to several stout stalks of gras.'^ ; eggs, four to six, 
pure white, with a few pale red spots at the 
larger end. Breeds in Canada. 

H. (Iirysoptera. — The Golden-winged Warbler, 

This beautiful warbler is five inches long; 
upper parts bluish-gray; head and under parts, 
black and yellow. Breeds in the interior of 
Canada. Remains in Ontario a few days in the 
spring and fall. 
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H. nificapilla. — The Nashville Warbler. 
The Nashville Warbler is over four and a-half 
inches long ; the wing, less than two and a-half 
inches ; the color, olive-green above ; under 
parts, deep yellow. Visits Canada in the spring 
and fall, 

H. peregrina. — The Tennessee Warbler. 
The Tennessee Warbler is four and a-half 
inches long ; the wing two and three-fourths 
inches ; the color, above, olive-green ; beneath, 
dul! white; the top and sides of the head, ashy- 
gray. Breeds in northeni Canada. Sprinjj and 
fall visitor. 

Icteria viridis. — The Yellow-breasted Chat. 

This bird is nearly seven inches in length ; 
L upper parts, olive-green ; under parts, gamboge 
ryellow. Visits Canada in May and September. 

Setopkaga rulicilla. — The Red Start. 
The Red Start arrives here about the middle 
of May. and leaves about the fifteenth of Septem- 
ber. It is five and a-quarter inches long; the' 
wing two and a-half inches ; the general color, 
black, the sides of the breast and base of the 
quills and tail, reddish-orange, and the abdomen, 
white. This is one of the prettiest and liveliest 
birds of our forests. The nest is built upon a 
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low bush ; eggs, four to six ; white, sprinkled 
with ashy-gray. 

Seiurus atirocapillus, — The Golden-crowned 

Thrush. 

This beautiful bird is a summer resident of 
Canada. It arrives here about the last of April, 
and departs the last of September. Color, above, 
olive-green, with a tinge of yellow ; crown, with 
two streaks of black, enclosing a broad orange 
stripe; beneath, white; the breast and sides of the 
body, black. It builds its nests on the ground, in 
the form of an old oven; eggs, five; creamy-white. 

^S". noveboraccnsis. — The Water Thrush, or 

Wagtail. 

The W^ater Thrush arrives here about the first 
of May ; departs twentieth of September. Color, 
above, olive-brown ; beneath, pale sulphur-yel- 
low, brightest on the abdomen. It can be found 
near brooks, rivers, or ponds, wading in the shal- 
low water in search of aquatic insects, continually 
wagging its tail. Nests, in a swamp ; eggs, five ; 
reddish-brown. 

Sub-Family Tax AGRIXit. — The Tanagers. 

Pyranga rubra. — The Scarlet Tanager. 

This elegant bird is seven and four-tenths 
inches long, the wing, four inches ; the color, 
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A. cedrortim. — The Cedar Bird, or Cherry Bird. 

The Cedar Hirds arrive here in flocks about 
the second week in March. They generally 
build their nests in orchard trees ; sometimes in 
a cedar or other evergreen tree ; eggs, four or 
five in number, of a light blue or clay-white 
color, with a slight purple tint, with black spots, 
Farmers manifest a great deal of ill-feeling 
toward this bird, on account of its occasional 
fondness for cherries and other small fruit. It 
has, however, a much greater relish for cater- 
pillars and the larvsr of insects, of which it 
destroys immense numbers, and thereby more 
than compensates for the small quantity of 
fruit it eats. The only note of the Cherry Bird 
is twee-twci; uttered in a plaintive, soft manner. 
The general color is reddish-olive above, passing 
into yellow beneath ; the quills and tail, dark 
plumbeous and dusky, tipped with yellow. The 
plumage is very soft and delicate, and its tints 
and shadings beautiful. 
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Family LANIID^E. 



Sub-Family L.WIIN.E.— 7"/;^ Shrikes. 



\ CoUyrio borcalis. — TIic Great Northern Shrike, or 
Butcher Bird. 

The ButchL-r bird is nine inches long ; the 
I color, above, light b!uish-ash ; the under parts, 
I white ; the wings and tail, blacli. It feeds prin- 
\ cipally upon insects, sparrows and other small 
I birds. It can imitate the calls of other birds, 
I especially those indicating distress ; and has the 
LcriicI habit of impaling its prey on sharp twigs 
I and thorns, and devouring it at leisure, Hence 
I it has derived the name. Butcher Bird. Tlic 
I nest is usually built in a thorn tree or low 
I shrub ; eggs, four or live in number ; of a 
I dirty lead-colored white, with spots of brown 

I the large end. 
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C. excubitoridiS. — The White-rumped Shrike. 

The characteristics of this shrike are similar to 
those of the preceding species, except that the 
tail is shorter and the head larger. 

Siib-Familv ViREOXiX.E. — The Vireos. 

Vireo olivaceus. — The Red-eved Vireo. 

This is one of our most industrious and inter- 
esting little \nsitors. It is six and a-half inches 
long, the wing three and a-half inches. Color, 
olive-green, above ; white, below ; the head, dark- 
ash ; and iris, red ; a whitish line from the bill 
over the eye. The nest is generally suspended 
from forked twigs ; eggs, four to six, spotted with 
reddish-brown. Feeds entirely upon insects and 
their larvae. The Red-eved Vireo is one of the 
earliest singers of spring, and the latest of autumn. 
Its notes are loud, clear, and melodious. Through- 
out the day he hops from branch to branch, 
searching in the foliage for caterpillars and nox- 
ious larvae. Arrives in Canada about the tenth 
of May, and departs for the south early in 
October. 

V, gihiis. — The Warbling Viret>. 

''**»?^ pretty bird is five and a-half inches long : 

olive-green, above ; beneath, white, 

yellow. Its song is very mellow and 
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' sweet. The nest is pensile and usually built in 
tall trees ; eggs, six ; whitL-, with small red spots 
on the large end. Arrives hero about the first 
of May, and leaves late in September. 

/'. novcboracensis. — The White-eyed Vireo, 
This sweet songster frequents tlie thickest 
bushes. It arrives in Canada about the first of 
May, and remains until October. Color, bright 
olive-green, above; white, beneath; iris, white. 
Nests, in a brier or raspberry bush ; eggs, four 
er, reddish-brown. While in search of 
insects it sings merrily and sweetly. 

V.ftavifnms. — The Yellow-throated Vireo. 
This is a beautiful and rather uncommon bird 
with us. It usually arrives here about the fif- 
teenth of May. Color, olive-green above ; throat 
and breast, bright sulphur-yellow ; the remaining 
under parts white. It is quite impossible to say 
too much in favor of this sweet songster. The 
nest is built a few feet from the ground, and is 
a beautiful specimen of nest-building; the eggs 
are four in number, pure white, spotted with 
brown, 

\' . sotitarins. — The Solitary Vireo. 

This beautiful and active fly-catcher is five 

inches in length. Color, above, olive-green ; 
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underneath, white ; .sicIl's, yellowish-green ; top 
and sides of the head, bluish-ash. Breeds in 
Canada. Nests, in the topmost branches of a 
tree; eggs, four, white. 

Family ALAUDID^. THE SKYLARKS. 




■lophila 



n-iinia. — -The Shore Lark. 



The Shore Lark arrives in Canada late in the 
fall. Color, pinkish-brown ; the feathers of the 
back, marked with dusky-brown ; the frontal 
band and under parts, white ; neck and throat, 
yellow ; a crescentric patch from the bill below 
the eye and along the side of the head, and 
a black pectoral crescent. While on the wing 
it sings sweetly. Its nest is always built on 
the ground ; eggs, four in number, of a faint 
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rayish-brown color. The Shore Lark is one 
[ of our few winter birds ; in March it leaves for 
\ the far north to breed. 

Family PRINGILLIDA:. 

\ Sub-Family CocCOTHRAUSTIN^. — The Finches. 

Pinicola ca/iadt-nsis. — The Pine Grosbeak. 

This bird visits us during the severest seasons 
^ only. Its habitat is the extreme northern part 
I of this continent. Large numbers visited this 
section of Canada in the winter of 1S67. The 
I Pine Grosbeak is eight and a-half inches long, 
t beak, dusky, very thick at the base, and hooked 
[ at the tip : head, neck, breast, and rump, rose- 
[■ colored crimson ; back, black ; greater wing- 
coverts, tipped with white, forming two bars on 
I- the wing ; quills, black, edged with white; belly, 
straw-colored. The female is brownish above, 
i greenish-yellow beneath; the top of the head 
f and rump, brownish gamboge-yellow. Feeds 
* upon the small buds which shoot out from the 
branches of the fir and other trees. 



Carpiidaais piirpiirftis. — The Purple Finch. 

The Purple F'inch arrives here about the last 
Jof April in flocks of a dozen or more. Ic is six 
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and a-lialf inches long ; the color crimson, belly 
and under tail coverts, white ; two thin reddish 
bands across the wings. The female is olive- 
brown above, and white beneath. Its song is 
sweet and warbling. Nests, in a tree a few feet 
from the ground ; eggs, four in number, of a 
bluish-green color. Its food consists principally 
of the buds and blossoms of fruit trees, 

Chrysomiiris trUtis. — The Yellow Bird. 

This is a well-known, and common summer 
visitor. Color, bright yellow ; crown, wings, and 
tail, black. The nest is usually built in the 
branch of a tree, twenty feet from tile ground ; 
eggs, four or five, white, tinged with blue, and 
spotted with reddish-brown. Arrives here in 
flocks early in May. In the fall its color is 
changed to a greenish- olive, resembling the 
female. About the last of September they 
gather in flocks and move southward, 

C". //«HJ,— The Pine Finch, 

The Pine Finch arrives in Canada late in the 
fail, and remains throughout the winter. It 
frequents the pine forests. Feeds on the seeds 
contained In the pine cones. Color, above, 
brownish-olive ; beneath, whitish, streaked with 
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I dusky brown ; tail, forked. Breeds north of 
Ontario. 



Curvirostra americana. — The Red Crossbill. 

The Red Crossbill is six inches long ; the 
color, dull red ; the wings and tail, blackish- 
brown, This bird is an inhabitant of the pine 
forests of the far north, and usually visits us 
during the winter. Its food consists of the seeds 
of the pine and hemlock, which it detaches from 
the cones and husks that enclose them with its 
peculiarly shaped bill, which is crossed. 




iED CROBSBrLL. 



Cun'irostra Iciuoplera. — The White-i 
Crossbill. 



'inged 



is bird has ail the general characteristics of 
the Red Crossbill, but is readily distinguished by 
I the white bands across the wings. 
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^giothis linaria. — The Lesser Red-poll. 

This is a common winter visitor with us. It 
is four and a-half inches long ; the color, above, 
light-yellowish, each feather streaked with dark 
brown ; the crown, crimson ; upper parts of the 
breast, tinged with light crimson ; white, under- 
neath. Few birds manifest a more affectionate 
disposition than the little Red-poll. I have often 
seen a number sitting on a branch, feeding each 
other, and exhibiting other marks of kindness 
and affection. This bird breeds in the arctic 
regions. 

Plectrophanes nivales. — The Snow Bunting. 

This is another very common winter visitor in 
this part of Canada. They move in large flocks, 
and are sometimes accompanied by Red-polls 
and Shore Larks. Color, above, black and white ; 
underneath, white ; head and rump, yellowish- 
brown. They breed in Lapland and other parts 
of the far north. 

Plectrophanes Lapponicus. — Lapland Bunting. 

This Bunting breeds in Lapland. Head and 
neck, black, with a red crescent on the hind 
neck ; rest of upper parts black ; lower parts, 
white. Visits Canada during the fall migrations. 
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Suh-Family Spizellix^e. — The Sparrows. 

Passerculus savanna. — The Savannah Sparrow. 

This sparrow arrives hert^ about the middle of 
April. Is five and a-half inches long ; the upper 
parts streaked with dark brown, the crown with 
I a medium stripe of yellowish-grey ; eyelids, yel- 
low ; the forepart of the breast streaked ; the 
under parts, white. Nests, on the ground ; eggs, 
four to six ; pale blue, mottled with purplish- 
brown. Departs for the south early in October. 
All the birds of this family feed upon insects 
and seeds. Two broods are raised in a season. 
It is a fine singer. 



PoociTtes gra 



-The Hay-winged Bunting. 



The Bay-winged Bunting is six and a-quarter 
inches long; above, yellowisli-brown ; the fea- 
thers streaked abruptly with dark-brown ; be- 
neath, yellowish-white ; the breast and belly 
streaked with brown ; the wings, light chestnut- 
brown. Nests, on the ground ; eggs, four to six ; 
bluish-white, with rcddtsh-brown blotches. It 
arrives the first week in April, and leaves for 
the south the last of September. The Bay- 
winged Bunting sings for an hour at a time in a 
sweet, tender strain. 
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Coiurnicnlus passerinus. — The Yellow-wnnged 
Sparrow. 

This sparrow arrives in Ontario about the 
first week in May, and leaves early in September. 
It is about five inches long ; the feathers above, 
brownish-rufous; the crown, black, with a yel- 
lowish-brown stripe ; the end of the wing, bright 
yellow ; the lower parts are brownish-yellow. 
Nests, on the ground ; eggs, six. dull white, 
sprinkled with brown. Two broods are raised 
in the same season. 

Zonotykhia ifiicophiys.—'X^c White-crowned 
Sparrow. 

This bird visits us during the spring and 
autumn migrations. It arrives here from the 
south about the middle of May, and returns 
from the north, where it breeds, in October. 
The song of the White-crowned Sparrow is 
clear, musical, and plaintive. This bird is over 
seven inches long, the wing three and a-quarler 
inches ; the head above the upper half of the 
loral region, and a line through and behind the 
eye to the occiput, black : a patch upon the 
crown, white ; general color, pale ash above, 
and while beneath. Feeds on insects, seeds, 
and berries. 
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Z. atbicollis.- — ^The White-throated Sparrow. 
The White- throated Sparrow is seven inches 
[■ long ; the crown with two biack stripes, sepa- 
rated by one of white ; a broad yellow stripe to 
the middle of the eye, and white behind it ; 
upper part of breast, dark ash ; edge of wing, 
I yL'Uow ; the back, rufous-brown ; the belly, and 
I two bands across the wings, white. This beau- 
I tiful sparrow arrives in Ontario about the first 
of May. Its song is indescribably sweet and 
musical. I have frequently heard it at night, 
when passing through the woods. Its food con- 
. sists of seeds, berries, and insects. They collect 
in small flocks about the middle of October, 
I and leave for the south. Nests, on the ground ; 
;ggs, four, grayish-white. 

7iiiico Ityemalis. — The Snow Bird. 

The general color of this bird is grayish or 

I ashy-black ; the breast, belly, and second exter- 

[ nat tail feathers, white : the third tail feather, 

white, margined with black. Length, si.x inches, 

\ This well-known bird arrrives here in large flocks 

I during the winter, and is quite tame. Their 

I migrations extend from the Arctic circle to the 

Gulf of Mexico. Numbers of these birds remain 

here through the summer; they build their nests. 

n stumps, or in a clump of moss ; eggs, whitei 

spotted with reddisli-brown and grayish-white. 
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There is a widespread impression that the Snow 
Bird of winter is the Chipping Sparrow of the 
Summer. I am satisfied it is a mistake. The 
Chipping Sparrow differs in plumage and size 
from the Snow Bird. 

Spizella montkola. — The Tree Sparrow. 

The Tree Sparrow is six and a-quarter inches 
long ; the feathers of the back, dark-brown 
centrally, then rufous, edged with white. The 
head, chestnut ; the under parts are white, with 
a blotch of brown on the chest. This bird 
breeds in the northern forests. 

i'. piisilia.—The Field Sparrow. 

The Field Sparrow arrives here about the 
twentieth of April. Inhabits the pastures and 
low woods. General color, rufous red, the under 
parts, white, tinged before with yellow. Nests, 
upon the ground ; eggs, four in number, of a 
grayish-white, with blotches of lavender. The 
Field Sparrows collect in flocks about the first of 
September, and leave far the .south. 

i". si>ciii//is. — The Chipping Sparrow. 

This is one of our most common sparrows. 
It arrives here the last of March, and leaves for 
the south ill October. It is five and a-ha!f 
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frinchcs long. Rump, back of neck, and sides of 
1 neck and head, ashy; crown, chestnut; fore- 

■ head, black, separated in middle by white ; a 
white streak over the eye ; the under parts, 
white. Builds its nest in low bushes ; eggs, four 
in number, greenish-blue, with dark-brown spots. 
Feeds upon seeds, berries, and insects, 

Melospisa >fie/odia.—The Song Sparrow. 

The Song Sparrow is rufous-brown above ; 
i the under parts, white ; the breast and sides of 
J the body and throat, .streaked with dark-rufous. 
■This sparrow is one of our most common birds, 
T.and one of the sweetest songsters of the sparrow 
I family. It makes its appearance here about the 
niddle of March. The nest is usually built on 
I the ground, or in a low bush ; eggs, four or five 
rin number, bluish-white, and variously marked. 
I Two broods are raised in the season. 

M. palustris. — The Swamp Sparrow. 
This sparrow arrives from the south about the 
I, middle of April. It prefers low, swampy !oca!i- 
Rtit^s, and is seldom seen in the open fields. This 

■ sparrow is six inches long ; the crown, chestnut ; 
I forehead, black; ash-colored streak on the side 

■ of the head and back; under parts, whitish, 
■tinged with ashy. The nest is built at the foot 

ipf a tuft of long grass; eggs, four in number, 
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grayish-white, spotted with brown. Its food is 
grass-seeds, berries, and insects. The Swamp 
Sparrow has no song. Departs for the south 
about the tenth of October. 

Sub-Family PASSERELLlNi^. — The Buntings. 

Passerella iliaca. — The Fox-colored Sparrow. 

This sparrow is seven and a-half inches long. 
Head, neck, rump, and middle of the back, dull 
ash color ; each feather blotched with brownish- 
red ; the tail, bright rufous ; the under parts of 
the breast, sides, and throat, spotted with rufous. 
Nests, under a low bush ; eggs, four, or five, of a 
greenish color, with blotches of brown. 

Sub-Family Spizin^e. 

Emberiza americana, — The Black-throated 

Bunting. 

The Black-throated Bunting is a rare spring 
visitor. Length, six and a-half inches ; sides of 
the bead, and sides and back of the neck, ash ; 
middle of the heart, yellow ; under parts, white, 
with a black patch upon the throat. Breeds in 
Pennsylvania and Virginia* 
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Giiiraca Ludovuiana. — Tile Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak. 

The Rose- breasted Grosbeak arrives in Canada 

about the first of May, and remains until October, 

when it goes south. General color, above, glossy 

black ; a broad carmine crescent across the 

1 breast, auxiliaries and under wing, coverts ; the 

rest of the under parts, white. The song of this 

beautiful and solitary bird is mellow, plaintive. 

I and loud. Perched upon the topmost branches 

i of a tree in the thickest of the wood, it wafts 

L forth its tender and affecting song for hours at a 
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timt. Its food consists of berries and buds. The 
nest is often built in a low shrub or tree ; eggs, 
three or four in number ; of a fjreenish-bUic color, 
covered with fine spots of umber- brown. 

Guiraca avriila. — The Blue Grosbeak. 

The prevailing color of this extremely beautiful 
and graceful bird is ;i brilliant blue. Length, 
seven and a-half inches. Habitat. British 
Columbia, Manitoba, and the extreme western 
part of the United States. A very rare visitor 
in Canada. 

Coccothraustcs vcspcrtma. — The Evening 
Grosbeak-. 

This Grosbeak is another rare visitor from the 
western part of this continent. Head and neck, 
black ; remaining upper parts, yellow ; abdomen, 
yellowish-olive ; bill, stout. 

C. cardimi/is.—Cirdir\a.\ or Red Bird. 

The general color of this gaudy bird is Ver- 
million ; a black band around the upper part of 
the throat and the base of the bill. Length, eight 
and three quarter inches. Habitat, Virginia and 
the Carolinas. Occurs very rarely in Canada. 
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Cyaiwspka cyanm. — The Indigo Bird. 

This beautiful bird is five and a-half inches 
long. The color, bright ultramarine-blue ; wing 
feathers tinged with dull bluish-brown. This 
bird prefers the skirts of the forests. Its song 
is sweet and interesting, Nests, in low bushes ; 
eggs, six ; color, blue, with purple spots. It 
arrives from the south about the twentieth of 
May, and returns late in September. Feeds on 
insects and berries. 

Pipilo erythropthalmiis. — -The Ground Robin, or 
Chewink. 

This is a common visitor. It arrives in the 
vicinity of Toronto about the twentieth of May; 
the maies ariving about ten days before the 
females. For two or three hours after sunrise, 
the Chewink sits perched upon the top of a 
small tree or bush, and sings with mellow .sweet- 
ness, which cannot fail to interest the hearer. 
Nests, on the ground beneath a tuft of grass; 
eggs, four in number, of a flesh color, with dark 
spots. Two broods, and sometimes three, are 
raised in the season. They collect in flocks about 
the last of October, and leave for the south. 
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THE BOBOLINK. 



Family ICTERIID^. 

Sub-Family AGEi.AElN.li. — The Starlings. 
Dolichonyx ofyjjivorNs.— The Bobolink. 
This well-known and beautiful bird arrives in 
Canada about the last of May. Length, seven 
and three-quarter inches. Color, black, bcaiiti- 
fully marked with cream color and white. The 
female is yeUowish beneath ; above, dark brown. 
The male assumes the color of the female in the 
fall. Its cheerful, loud, and jingling song is 
heard in every meadow in the summer, from 
morning until evening. Nests, on the ground ; 
eggs, four to six, of a light ashy-blue color, with 
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tspots of dark broun. This bird feeds on insects 
! seeds. Early in September, they collect in 
large flocks, and move southward. 

Mohthrus pccoris. — The Cow Bird. 

The Cow Bird is eight inches long. The 

rWeast, neck, and lower half of the breast, light 

brown ; the rest of the body, bright black. 

During the summer, this bird frequents pasture 

fields, where cattle are grazing. It builds no 

Jiest ; but secretly deposits its eggs in the nests 

■of other birds ; usually in the nest of a Sparrow 

Kor Blue Bird. It lays but one egg in each nest, 

■of a light grayish-blue, with brown spots. The 

■Cow Bird feeds on insects principally. About 

the last of October, they collect in large flocks, 

^nd leave for the south. 

Agelaius phtxnicein. — The Red-winged 
Black Bird. 

This bird arrives here in small flocks about the 

bst of March. General color, lustrous black ; 

|the shoulders, vermiUion or bright crimson. 

Nests, in a low bush in a swamp or meadow ; 

l-eggs. four [in number, of a light blue color, 

marked with brown spots. About the twentieth 

of October the Red-winged Black Birds collect 

1 large flocks, and leave for their southern home, 

heir food consists of the seeds of aquatic grasses 

ind grain, of which they are extremely fond, to 

ury of the farmer. 
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Stnrnclla magna. — The Meadow Lark. 

Tlie Meadow Lark is one of our most common 
and beautiful summer visitors. It arrives here 
about the fifteenth of March. General color, 
above, dark-brown, with streaks of brownish- 
white ; beneath, yellow, with a black pectorul 
crescent. Nests, on the ground ; eggs, four or 
five, pure white, slightly sprinkled with reddish- 
brown blotches. Its food consists principally of 
insects, worms, beetles, and grass seeds. Leaves 
for the soutJi about the first of November. 



Suh-Family IcTEKiN.t.— 7"//^ Orioles. 

Icterus spuriits. — The Orchard Oriole. 

The Orchard Oriole is seven and a-quartfii 

inches long ; the head. neck, and tail, black ; 

gilder parts, brownish-chestnut ; a narrow white 
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line across the wings. Nests, in orchard trees or 
upon willows ; eggs, four to six, bluish-white, 
sprinkled with dark-brown. This oriole isa rare 
visitor in Ontario. Feeds upon fruit, caterpillars 
and insects. 

/. Baltimore. — The Baltimore Oriole, or 

Golden Robin. 

This beautiful and well-known bird is one of 

our regular summer visitors. It arrives here 

about the middle of May. General color, black ; 

the rump, upper tail coverts, lesser wing coverts, 

the terminal portion of all but two tail feathers, 

and the under parts, orange-red ; the edges of 

quills, and a band across the tip of the greater 

Lcoverts, while. The nest of this oriole is a beau- 

■ fiful piece of nest-architecture, and is usually 

Ixonstructed on the outer drooping twigs of elm 

archard trees ; it i.s a pendulous cylindric 

l.pouch, of six or seven Indies in depth ; eggs, 

Kfour or five, of a fle.sh color. The song of this 

K'beautiful bird fis loud, full, ^nd mellow. About 

[the middle of September the Golden Robin 

lleaves for the south. 



Siih-Fniiiily Qui.-iCALlN.'li.— Z/zf GmckUs. 
^colccophagiis ferriiginms. — The Rusty Grackle. 
This bird arrives here about the last of March, 
and retires to the low swampy thickets surround- 
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ing marshes. General color, black, with purple 
reflections. Nests, in low bushes near the water ; 
eggs, four, bluish-white. It feeds upon the 
seeds of aquatic grasses, insects, and worms. 

Qiiiscalui versicolor.— T\\s Purple Grackle. 
The Purple Grackie arrives in Ontario about 
the middle of April. General color, steel-blue, 
with varied reflections of purple and bronze. 
Nests, in a tree in or near a marsh or pond ; 
eggs, four, light brown. Food consists of grubs, 
worms, and grains. These birds prove very 
injurious to the farmers in the fall, as they 
collect in large flocks and visit the corn-fields, 
destroying great quantities of grain. 

Family C0RV1D>E. 

Siib-Famiiy CoRVIN.'E. — The Crotus. 

Corviis atiiericanns. — The Crow. 

This bird has a very unenviable notoriety. It 

is an enemy to the farmer, and very destructive 

to small birds, as it feeds upon their young. 

Agricultural societies should offer a premium for 

its destruction. 

Corvus corax. — The Raven. 

This interesting bird has become very rare 

•n Canada. A few specimens are occasionally 
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nity of Niagara Falls and the 



seen in the vicinit 
Welland Canal. The Raven is twcnty-aix inches 
in length; the bill is large and strong; the 
plumage, deep glossy black. This species is 
found in every part of the world. Its food con- 
sists of dead animal matter, and, like the common 

I crow, it devours the eggs and young of other 

I'birds. 

Siib-fttiiiiiv GxKKVi.i's .v..^Thc 'Jays. 




Cyanunts cristatiis. — The Blue Jay. 

This elegant bird often remains in this section 

■of Canada throughout the year. It is, without 

■exception, our most beautiful bird. The head is 

handsomely crested, with loose silky plumes; 

|i>il!. black ; legs, brown ; the whole bird is of a 

: blue color, the under parts, with the wings 

ind tail marked by bars ; neck, encircled with a 
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black ring. It has the cruel habit of destroying 
the young of other birds. Its nest is usually 
built in a small cedar or pine tree ; eggs, four in 
number, of a light green color, spotted with 
brown. The Blue Jay is one of the noisiest 
birds of our forests: its notes being discordant 
and harsh. 

Perisorcus Canadensis. — The Canada Jay. 

This Jay is a rare visitor in Ontario. Its 
habitat is Labrador and eastern Canada. Nests, 
in a fir-tree ; eggs, four, of a light-gray color. The 
head, neck, and breast arc white ; rest of upper 
parts, ashy-plumbeous; beneath, light gray. It 
resembles the Blue Jay in motions and note, and 
is equally rapacious and destructive. 
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Order IV.— Sk S^tXVXi\ktX$. 

SUB-ORDER COLUMB^. 

Family COLUMBID^. THE DOVES. 

Sub-Family COLUMBIN.-E. 

Ectopistes migratoria. — The Wild Pigeon. 

This well-known bird is a resident of Canada, 
except in the most severe cold weather. Its 
migrations are made solely to obtain food. They 
pass from one section of the continent to another 
in immense flocks. The nests are usually built 
in the forked branch of a tree. I have often 
seen thirty or forty nests in one tree. The eggs 
are two in number, pure white, with a slight red 
tint. Feeds upon grain and seeds. 

Zenaidura carolincnsis. — The Carolina Dove. 

The Carolina Dove is an irregular summer 
visitor in Canada. Color, above, blue, overlaid 
with olive-brown ; under parts, light reddish- 
brown ; breast, purplish-red ; bill, black ; feet, 
yellow. This dove sits upon the ground during 
the night. Nests, in a tree ; eggs, two in 
number, pure white. 
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SUB-ORDER GALLING, 



Family TETRAONID^. THE GROUSE. 

Telrao canadensis. — -The Canada Grouse, or 
Spruce Partridge. 

This well known bird is a permanent resident, 
and may be found in large numbers in the back 
settlements of Canada. It is stately and grace- 
ful in its movements. General color of the head, 
neck, and body of the male bird is transversely 
barred with dusky and gray brown ; over the 
eyelids is a bare red space ; nostrils covered with 
black, with a small white spot on each side, and 
one beneath ; throat, breast, and belly, black ; 
the latter spotted with white, except the middle ; 
sides of the body barred transversely with gray- 
brown and dusky; the feathers with a white 
stripe near the tip ; under tail coverts, black and 
white ; tai! black, tipped with rufous ; feathers of 
the tarsi, gray-brown ; claws, gray ; beak, black. 
Nests, upon the ground ; eggs, eight or ten in 
number ; of a light buff, with brown spots. 
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Bonasa umbellns. — The Ruffled Grouse, or 
Partridge. 

This Partridge is a permanent resident of 
Canada. It is often found in the open woods 
and evergreen thickets in well settled districts. 
When walking it struts with a haughty^ step, 
elevating its ruff, and spreading its pretty tail. 
The habits of this Partridge are solitary; it is 
seldom found in coveys of more than six or 
, eight together. Nests, upon the ground, at the 
foot of a bush, or under an old log ; eggs, eight 
to twelve ; of a yellow-white color. General 
color, above, reddish brown ; the back with light 
brown ; beneath, white barred with dull brown ; 
the feathers of the ruff black ; tail grayish, with 
a black bar near the end. 

Tetrao pliasiancllus. — The Sharp-tailed Grouse. 

Habitat, British Columbia and Manitoba. 
L Accidental in Canada. Color, above, yeilowish- 

I 
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red and brownish-black; throat, reddish-\vhite,l 
with dusky spots ; breast and sides covered with 
dusky spots ; abdomen, white. 

Family PERDICID^. 

Sub-Family Ortygin.t:. 

Ortyx virginianm. — The Virginia Partridge, 
or Quail. 

The Virginia Partridge is brownish-red, above ; 
underneath, white ; the head marked with white 
and black. Length, ten inches. Nests on the 
ground ; eggs, white, ten or more in number. 
This beautiful Partridge has become almost 
extinct in Canada. It is often called " Bob—^ 
White" on account of its peculiar crj'. 

Family PHASIANID-i;. 
Mvkagris gallopavo.—'\:\\c Wild Turkey. 
This magnificent fowl is a permanent resident] 
of Canada. Color, copper-bronze, with green, I 
reflections, each feather with a black margin ; ,J 
tail, chestnut, barred with black; head, Hvi 
blue, and the legs, red. In other rcsptfcts it i 
sembles the domestic turkey. The great beaut) 
and size of this bird, and the fact of its being the] 
origin of all the domestic varieties, render it ftil 
most interesting species. 
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Order T.— ®I(C WMrtS. 



SUB-ORDER HKRODIONES. 



Famii.v ARDEID.'E. the HERONS. 



Ardfii /icrodias. — Tlie Great Blue Heron. 

Thi; Great Blue Heron is a regular summer 
I visitor in Canada. It usually arrives here about 
I the twentieth of April, and remains until the 
I tenth or fifteenth of October, when it leavos for 
I the south. The general color of this heron is a 
I delicate gray ; throat and neck white, with 
I patches of dark bluish-gray; a black line over 
I the eye; a pendant tuft at the junction of the 
neck and breast ; a long plume of a bluish-black 
' color. This bird is extremely shy, and is ap- 
proached with difficulty. It frequents marshes 
and the borders of lakes and rivers, and feeds 

I upon reptiles and fishes. When standing erect 
the Great Blue Heron will measure from four 
and a-half to five feet ; its beak is seven to eight 
inches in length, very strong, and can be used 
with terrible force as an offensive weapon. The 
nest of this bird is usually built in the top of a 
large tree^ eggs, four or five, of a pale green color. 
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A rdata c^iVw.— The Least Bittern. 
This bird is a frequent summer visitor to the 
marsh, east of Toronto. It is solitary and noc- 
turnal in its habits. Nests, in low bushes on the 
borders of ponds or marshes ; eggs, four in num- 
ber, of a greenish-yellow color. Feeds upon 
small reptiles and fish. General color, dark- 
green, above, and purplish-brown on the sides 
and underneath. Length, thirteen inches; wing, 
four and a-half inches. 




Botauriis lentiginosiis. — The Great Bittern, 
or Stake-driver. 

The Great Bittern, arrives in Canada about the 
middle of April, and remains until late in Octo- 
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bcr. The general color of this bitteni is a rich 
brownish -buff, covered with streaks and mottlings 
of black, brown, gray, and chestnut. Nests, on 
marshy ground ; eggs, four or five ; pale brown. 
Its food consists of reptiles and insects. 

Butoridcs virescms. — The Green Heron. 
The Green Heron is eighteen inches long ; 
above, dark green ; wings and tail, green ; legs, 
yellow; beily, ashy-brown; head, has a crest of 
glossy green feathers. This Heron is occasion- 
ally seen in Canada in the spring. Nests, in 
trees in sivampy woods; eggs, four in number; 
I of a pale light blue color. Feeds upon crabs, 
frogs, and worms. 

Nyctiardca Gnrdciil. — The Night Heron. 

The Night Heron arrives in tlie vicinity of 

Toronto about the fifteenth or twentieth of April. 

General color, above, steel-green ; wings and 

tail, ashy-biue; under parts and sides, a lilac 

color. Length, twenty inches; the bill is 

slightly arched, strong, and black. During the 

day this bird is often seen perched upon the 

top of a tall tree in a swamp, but when night 

approaches it begins its flight in pursuit of food, 

I which consists principally of insects, frogs, lizards, 

, and fish. The nest of the Night Heron is built 

I in a tree; eggs, four; of a greenish-yellow color. 
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Family GRUID/E. THE CRANES. 
Griis canadensis. — The Sandhill Crane- 

The Sandhill Crane is an accidental visitor ; 
a few specimens are occasionally seen during the 
spring and autumn migrations. Breeds in Mani- 
toba and British Columbia. Length, fifty inches; 
beak, four inches ; top of the head covered with 
a red skin ; neck, gray; belly, breast, sides, and 
thighs, ash color; tail, deep ash color; legs and 
bare part of the thigh, black. 

Cms «w;fr/V<7«rf.— The White Crane, 

This magnificent bird occasionally visits West- 
ern Canada. It is fifty-two inches in length ; 
the plumage, pure white. Its migrations extend 
from South America to the arctic circle. 

Ibis falcinellus. — The Glossy Ibis. 

This beautiful bird is an accidental visitor. 
Head, glossy green, with purple reflections; neck. 
back, breast, and abdomen, dark chestnut ; part 
of breast shaded with green ; sides, dusky, tinged 
with green ; edge of wings dark red, upper parts, 
dark green, glossed with purple. Breeds in 
Virginia and Florida. 



Birds of Canada. 77 

SUB-ORDER GRALL-4=:. 

Family CHARADRID^E. PLOVERS. 

Charadriiis virginims. — The Golden Plover. 

This Plover passes through Canada about the 
Ijast of April, on its way north to breed. About 
Vthe 1st of September, they again visit Canada 
Kin small flocks while migrating southward. Color, 
■above, brownish-black, with irregular spots of 
■golden-yellow; beneath, black, with lustrous 
Ibrown. Nests, in the grass ; eggs, four, of a 
■ light buff color. 

j-Egialitis vocijerus. — The Kill-deer Plover. 
The Kill-deer Plover is a summer resident of 
f Canada. Color, above, light brown ; rump, 
|rufous ; black band on the breast ; and around 
: neck a black ring ; beneath, white. It is 
Kallcd " Kill-dccr," from its note. Nests, on the 
ground ; eggs, four, light buff color. 

Ai. montaiiiis. — The Mountain Plover. 
The Mountain Plover is an accidental vi.sitor in 
Canada. Length, nine inches. Color, grayish- 
brown. Breeds in Manitoba and BritLsh Columbia. 

j^. Wilsoiiius. — Wil.son's Plover. 

This bird is occasionally met with in Canada 

late in the fall. Breeds in Delaware, Virginia, 

and the Carolinas. Color, ashy-brown above, 
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the feathers edged with pale asliy ; band on the 
breast, brownish-black; bill, black ; legs, yellow. 
Length, eight inches. 

^. j-««i-/ii/w;«A(j,— Semi-pa 1 ma ted Plover. 

This Plover breeds north of Ontario. Spring 
and fall visitor. Color, above, light ashy-brown ; 
beneath, white. Length, seven inches 

-■£". melodiis. — The Piping Plover. 
The Piping Plover arrives from the south 
about the last of April. It is a regular .summer 
visitor in Canada. Coior, above, light brown ; 
beneath, white ; length, eight inches. Nests, in 
the sand ; eggs, four, light buff. 

Squatarola helvetica. — The Black-bellied Plover. 
This Plover breeds north of Ontario. Arrives 
in Canada in September, in flocks. In their 
habits they closely resemble the Golden Plover, 
Color, above, white ; beneath, black ; sides of 
the neck and rump, ashy ; bill and legs, black. 
Length, eleven and a-half inches 

Family H/EMATOPODID/E. THE 
YSTER-CA TCH£RS. 

HiEinatopus palliatns. — The Oyster-catcher. 

This species is a rare visitor in Canada. Head, 
neck, upper part of breast, quill feathers, and 
latter half of tail feathers, deep shining black, 
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I and the rest of the plumage is pure white ; bill, 

three inches long, and flattened sideways. 

H. niger. — Backman's Oyster-catcher. 

The general color of this bird is dark brown ; 

head and breast, brownish black. It is occasionally 

shot, in the fall, on the island opposite Toronto. 

Strepsilas viterfres. — The Turnstone. 
The Turnstone breeds in Manitoba. Visits 
i Canada in small numbers in the spring and fall. 
I Color, black, rufous, and white above ; abdomen, 
[ white ; head and neck, marked with stripes of 
' brownish-black. 

^. melanocepltala. — The Black Turnstone. 
This species is an accidental visitor. Color, 
I darkerthan the preceding. Length, eleven iijches, 

F.wiiLV RECUR VI ROSTRID^. THE 
AVOSETS. 




AMERICAN AVOSET. 

[ Rccun-irostra «;«fr/rrt«i3.— TheAmerican Avoset. 
The Avoset is quite accidental in Canada. On 
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the shores of the Caspian and the salt lakes of 
Tartary they are very abundant. Specimens 
have been shot late in the fall on the island, 
opposite Toronto. Length, seventeen inches ; 
the head and neck, pale reddish brown ; back 
and quills, black ; other parts, white. The bill, 
which is three inches long, turns up like a hook. 
and is flat, thin, and sharp. 

Family PIIALAROPODID^. THE 
PHALAROPES. 



P/iaiaropiis kypcrboritis. — The Northern 
Phalarope. 

The Northern Phalarope is an occasional spring 
and fall visitor in Canada. Breeds in Manitoba ; 
nests, on the ground ; eggs, four in number, of a 
brownish drab color. This beautiful little bird 
is a swimmer as well as a wader : its motions, 
while swimming and wading, are exceedingly 
graceful and interesting. The migrations of this 
species extend from Manitoba to the Gulf of 
Mexico. J lead and neck, sooty-ash color; wings, 
back, and tail, brownish-black ; abdomen, white; 
legs and bill, dark; throat and breast, white; and 
the neck, with a ring of bright ferruginous. 
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P. Wilsonii. — -WilsonVPhalarope. 

Wilson's Phalarope is also an occasional visitor 

I in Canada. Color, dark, above; white, beneath; 

I a stripe of bright reddish-brown around the neck, 

running upwards to the back. 

F. fiilkarius. — The Red Phalarope. 

Several specimens of this rare and beautiful 
I bird have been shot near Toronto this fall. Gene- 
I ral color, deep slate, streaked with brownish- 
[ yellow, and reddish-chocolate. 

Family SCOLOPACID^. THE SNIPES. 

Philoltela minor. — The Woodcock, 

This well known bird arrives here early in 
[ March. Color, above, variegated with reddish- 
' black and ashy ; underneath, rufous ; legs, pale 
; bill, dark brown. Nests, on the ground ; 
beneath a log or bush ; eggs, four ; of a yellow- 
f ish-drab color, with dark brown blotches. Karly 
' in November the Woodcock leaves for the .south. 

CixUinago Wilsonii. — Wilson's Snipe. 
Wilson's Snipe is a well known summer visitor 
I in Canada. It arrives about the tenth of March. 
I Feeds upon earthworms principally. Nests, on 
■ the ground ; eggs, four ; of an olive-drab color, 
I slightly marked with brown spots. General 



S2 Birds of Canada. 

color, above, brownish -black, marked with light 
rufous yellowish-brown or ashy-white ; under- 
neath, white. Late in the fall this snipe goes 
south. 

Macrorkamphiis griscus. — The Gray Snipe. 

The Gray Snipe is dark-ashy above ; pale 
reddish and black on the back ; rump and upper 
tail coverts, white ; under parts, pale red and 
brownish black. This Snipe arrives here about 
the twentieth of April. Breeds in the north, and 
again visits Canada about the first of September. 

M. scolopaceus. — The Greater Longbeak. 

This Snipe is an irregular visitor in Canada. 
Length, twelve inches ; color, above, brownish- 
black, and yellow; beneath, wood-brown, with 
spots of umber. 

Sub'Family. Tringin^.— -TA* Sandpipers. 

Tringa canutus. — The Grayback, or Robin 
Snipe. 

The Gray-back is a spring aild fall visitor. It 
is the largest of the Sandpipers. Upper parts, 
light gray, with irregular spots of black ; under 
parts, light reddish -brown. Breeds in the north. 

T. Cooperii. — Cooper's Sandpiper 
This Sandpiper occasionally visits Canada 
during the spring and fall migrations. 
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T. inarilima. — The I'urpic Sandpiper, 

This prtitty bird is frequentSy seen in Canada 

in the fail. Breeds in the far north. Head and 

upper parts, smoky-brown, with a purple tinge ; 

under parts, white. 

T. subarqiiata. — The Curlew Sandpiper. 
The Curlew Sandpiper is a very rare visitor in 
Canada. Upper parts, brownish -black, spotted 
with bright yellowish-red ; under parts, dark 
yellowish-rufous. 

T. alpina. — The Red-backed Sandpiper. 
This species visits Canada during the spring 
! and autumn in large numbers. Upper parts, 
I dark ash color ; abdomen, white ; breast, pale 
ash, with streaks of brown. 

T. maculata. — The Jack Snipe. 
The Jack Snipe is a regular spring and fall 
visitor, usually arriving in Canada early in May 
and about the middle of September. It is com- 
monly called "Grass Bird," by which name it is 
. generally known. 

T. Wilsonii. — The least Sandpiper, or Peep. 

This Sandpiper is the smallest of the family, 
' It arrives in Canada about the middle of May, 
\ and soon leaves for the interior of the country 
I where it breeds. 
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T. Bonapartii. — Bonaparte's Sandpiper. 

Bonaparte's Sandpiper is liglit ashy-brown, 

above ; darker on the rump ; under parts, white. 

Arrives here in small flocks during the spring 

and fall migrations. 



Calidris a 



(aria. — The Sanderling, or 
Beach-bird. 



The Sanderling breeds in Manitoba. It has 
all the characteristics of the Sandpipers. Upper 
parts, light ashy ; under parts, pure white ; no 
hind toe; front toes rather long; bill straight 
and rather thick. It visits Canada in small flocks 
early in September. 

Ereunctes petrificatus. — The Semi-palmatcd 
Sandpiper. 

This Sandpiper is six and a-half inches in 
length, and has the feet semi-palmated. In other 
respects it resembles the Least Sandpiper. 
Breeds in Manitoba. It is accidental in Canada. 

Micropalma liimantopus. — The Stilt Sandpiper. 
The Stilt Sandpiper is an occasional visitor 
during the fall migrations. 
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Sub-Family TOTANIN^. — The Stilts, 

Symphemia semipalmata. — The Willet. 

The Willet is dark ashy above ; rump and 
under parts, white. Breeds in Canada. Nests, 
on the sandy beach of an island ; eggs, four in 
number, of a pale olive color. 

Gambetta melaiioleiica. — The Greater Yellow- legs, 

or Tell-tale. 

This species breeds in Manitoba. Visits Cana- 
da in the spring and fall. Entire upper parts of 
the body, cinereous ; under parts, white ; neck 
and legs, long ; legs, yellow. 

CJlavipes. — The Yellow-legs. 

The Yellow-legs is well-known in Canada as 
a spring and fall visitor. It is smaller than the 
preceding bird. Breeds in the northern part of 
this continent. 

Rhyacophilus solitaries. — The Solitary Sandpiper. 

The Solitary Sandpiper is frequently called 
" Wagtail," from its habit of nodding its head 



» 
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and tipping up its tail. Remains in Canada 
through the summer. Upper parts, greenish- 
brown, with spots of ashy-white ; under parts, 
white; bill, curved upward from the middle. 

Tringoidcs mamlarius. — The Spotted Sandpiper. 

The Spotted Sandpiper arrives in Canada in 
large flocks early in April, and remain through 
the summer. Nests, in the sand ; eggs, four in 
number, of a yellowish-buff color. Upper parts, 
brownish-olive-green, with irregular spots of 
brownish-black ; under parts, white. 

Actiturus Bartnxmins. — The Field Plover. 

The Field Plover breeds in Canada. Fre- 
quents grain fields and meadows. Upper parts, 
brownish-black, with a greenish lustre ; under 
parts, pale yellowish-white ; middle tail feathers, 
greenish -brown ; legs, light yellow. Nests, on 
the ground ; eggs, four, of a creamy-drab color. 

Tr^'iigilcs rHfcscais.—'X\\'2 Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper. 

This species is frequently seen in Canada 
during the fall migration. Breeds in the arctic 
regions. Legs, long ; upper parts, pale ashy- 
brown, with a yellowish tinge ; under parts, light 
yellowish-red. 



I 
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Limosa fedoa.—T\ie Marbled Godwit. 
The Marbled Godwit is a spring and autumn 
visitor. Bill, long, curved upwards ; wings, long ; 
tail, short ; legs, long ; upper parts, brownish- 
black and pale reddish ; under parts, pale rufous, 
with lines of brownish-black. 

L. /tiidsmiica.— The Hiidsonian Godwit. 

This bird is an irregular fall visitor. Color, 

brownish-black above, underneath, yellowish-red ; 

feathers, tipped with white ; length, eighteen 

inches; bill, three inches. 




Nui/iifitHS /mghvstn's-— The Long-billed Curlew. 

The Long-billed Curlew is a regular spring 

[and fall visitor in Canada. Bill, very long, and 
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curved downwards ; upper parts, pale rufous, 
with lines of black on the neck and sides ; legs, 
bluish-brown. 

jV. hiidsonicns. — The Short-billed Curlew 

The Short-billed Curlew is also a spring and 

fall visitor. Bill smaller than the preceding; 

head, above, brownish-black ; other upper parts, 

brownish- black, tinged with ashy. 

jV. borealis. — The Esquimaux Curlew. 
This Curlew is not often seen in Canada, as it 
merely remains for a few days during the spring 
and fall migrations. They breed in the far north. 
It is easily distinguished from the other two by 
its smaller size, and its small and weak bill. 

Sub-Family Rallin,e. — The Rails. 
Rallus degans. — The Marsh Hen. 
The Marsh Hen occasionally visits Canada in 
the spring and autumn. Upper parts, olive- 
brown ; underneath, chestnut. 

R. ercpitam. — The Clapper Rail. 
The Clapper Kai! is a summer resident of 
Canada. Color, above, light ashy-olive; neck 
and breast, tawny ; abdomen, and sides, brown- 
ish black. Nests, on the ground, in or near a 
marsh ; eggs, seven, of a creamy-drab color. 
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R. x'irginianus.—Thc Virginia Rail. 
This species visits Canada in the spring, and 
remains until September. Upper part.'!, olive- 
brown, with stripes of brownish-black ; throat, 
white ; breast, bright rufous. Nests, in low 
meadows ; eggs, eight, of a deep buff color. Food 
consists of insects and \ 



Porcana Carolina. — The Carolina Rail. 
The Carolina Rail arrives in Canada about the 
tenth of April, and frequents the marshes and 
meadows. Upper parts, greenish-brown, with 
bands of black ; the .sides of the neck and breast, 
b!uish-ash ; bill, greenish -yellow ; legs, green. 
Nests, on the ground ; eggs, eight in number, of 

, a yellow-drab color, with an olive tint. In Oc- 
tober, or early in November, this species collect 

' in flocks and leave for the coasts of Florida and 

I Loui 
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P.jamaicaiiis. — The Little Black Rail. 
This pretty Little Rail is an occasional fail 
I visitor in Canada. Length, five inches. Color, 
I blackish-brown. 



The Yellow Rail. 

ident of Canada. 
eggs, fourteen or fifteen ; 



This bird i 
Nests, in the grass 
pure white. The uppei 



parts are yellow-ochre 
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color, with stripes of brownish-black ; neck ana 
breast, reddish-yellow ; abdomen, white. 

Crex pratensls. — The Com Crake. 
The Corn Crake is accidental in Canada. 
Color, blackish-brown Length, ten inches Bill. 
greenish-black. 

Fiilica aiiu-rkaiia. — The Coot. 
The Coot is fourteen inches long Upper parts, 
dark slate color, with an olive tint on the back 
and rump ; head, black ; abdomen, white. Breeds 
in Canada. Nests, in a bog, or near a muddy 
pond ; eggs, twelve, of a light buff color. 




PITRPLE GALL1NL'[,E, 

Gallinulf martinica. — The Purple Gallinule. 

The Purple Gallinule is twelve inches long. 
Upper parts, dark olive-green; bill, bright-red, 
tipped with yellow ; under parts, bluish-purple ; 
legs, yellow. An occasional visitor to the marsh 

": of Toronto. 
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Order VI.— J^UJimmtriS. 

SUB-ORDER ANSERES. 

Sub-Family CvGNlNiE. — The Swans. 

Cygniis americamis. — The American Swan. 

This magnificent bird is rare in the eastern 
part of Canada ; in the west, it is occasionally 
met with in the vicinity of the river St. Clair. 
Several beautiful specimens were obtained near 
Goderich in the summer of 1870. The adult 
bird is pure white ; the bill and legs, black ; the 
tail has twenty feathers. The young birds are 
brown, with a reddish tint. Breeds in the north- 
west. Nests, on the ground; eggs, eight in num- 
ber, of an olive-green color. This swan is fifty- 
four inches long. 

C. buccinator. — The Trumpeter Swan. 

This beautiful Swan is an accidental visitor, 
rarely seen east of Toronto. It is sixty-two 
inches long. Pure white ; the bill and legs, 
black. Its notes are loud and sonorous. Breeds 
in the north-west. 
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Sub-Family Anserine.— T/rc Geese. 




Anser hyperboreiis. — The Snow Goose. 
The Snow Goose is an occasional visitor in 
Canada. It is two feet eight inches in length, 
and its extended wings arc five feet. The bill 
of thi.s bird is very curious, the edges having 
each strong projecting teeth ; and the tongue, 
which is horny at the extremity, is armed on 
each side with thirteen long and sharp teeth. 
The upper mandible is bright red ; the lower, 
white. The head, neck, and body of the adult 
bird are pure white ; the quills are white for half 
their length, the rest, black ; the legs are deep red. 
The Snow Goose inhabits the arctic regions, occa- 
sionally migrating to Canada and the more tem- 
e climes of Virginia and Maryland. 
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A. Gambelli. — The White-fronted Goose, 
The White-fronted Goose is an accidental 
visitor. It is smaller than the Snow Goose. 
Color, grayish ; forehead, white ; bill and legs, 
red- The tail has sixteen feathers. Breeds in 
the far north. 

A. frontalis. — The Brawn-fronted Goose. 

The Brown-fronted Goose is occasionally seen 
in Canada. It inhabits the frozen regions of the 
north. It resembles the White-fronted Goose in 
general appearance. The forehead, however, is 
dark brown instead of while. 



Bt-rnicla canadensis. ^-Thv. Canada Goose, 
or Wild Goose, 

The Canada Goose is a well known spring and 
fall visitor, passing here in flocks, in March or 
April, for the northern part of this continent, 
where it breeds, and remains until the hard frosts 
begin, when they leave for a more temperate 
climate, immense flocks of these geese can be 
:n almost daily on their way to the south, 
during the last of October and through the 
month of November. Mach flock is usually 
attended by an old gander, who every now and 
I then calls out his well known " honk," \\\i\z\\ is 
I replied to by several members of the flock. The 
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Canada Goose is thirty-five laches long. The 
upper parts, brownish ; the lower, a pale brown, 
with a tinge of purple-gray or smoky-brown ; 
head, neck, bill, and feet, black ; a patch of white 
on the cheek, behind the eye. Tail, of eighteen 
feathers. 

B. /cucpfian'ia.— The White-cheeked Goose, 

The White-cheeked Goose is smaller than the 
Canada Goose, and much darker in color. It is 
distinguished by a white cheek. Accidental in 
Canada. Habitat, British Columbia. 

B. brni/it.— The Brant. 

This bird closely resembles the Canada Goose 
in its habits. It i.s twenty-four inches long. Bill, 
feet, head, tail, and neck, black. On each side 
of the middle of the neck is a small white cres- 
cent streaked with black ; the belly, gray, pass- 
ing into white behind. 



I 



SHb-Famiiy As ATIS .'l-:.~T//c Hh-rr Ducks. 
Anas boschas. — The Mallard, or Green-head. 

This well known duck breeds in Canada. 
Nests, in a meadow, or near a pond ; eggs, ten 
or twelve, of a yellowish white. The Green-head 
is the original of our domestic duck. 
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A. obscitra. — The Black Duck, or Dusky Duck 

The Black Duck is the most abundant of all 
our ducks. Breeds in Canada. Nests, near a 
pond or stream; eggs, six, white. General color, 
bluish-brown, tinged with black. 

Dafila acuta. — The Pintail Duck. 
This beautiful duck is a well known visitor in 
Canada. Head and neck, pale brown ; sides of 
the breast and part of the back, white, tinged 
with pale bufl"; tail pointed, the two middle 
feathers five inches longer than the others, and 
black ; legs, pale lead color. Breeds in the far 
north. 

Nettion carotinatsis. — The Green-winged Teal. 
This pretty fowl is very abundant in Canada 
in the spring and fall. It frequently breeds here. 
Nests, on the ground, in close proximity- to a 
pond or stream ; eggs, seven or eight in number, 
of a dusky-white color. This Teal is about 
fifteen inches in length ; the head is dusky ; the 
top of the head, cheeks, and neck are chestnut- 
red ; the throat is black ; a broad green band 
extends from the eye to the nape ; the lower 
part of the neck, back, and sides, are alternately 
striped with lines of white and black ; the breast 
s reddish, and spotted ; the belly, a yellowish- 
' white. 
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Qiierquedula discors. — The Blue-winged Teal. 

The Blue-ivingcd Teal is a reg\ilar spring and 
fall visitor. This species is smaller than theprf- 
ceding ; the bii! is long, and of a dark dusky slate 
color ; the front and upper part of the head are 
black ; from the eye to the chin is a large crescent 
of white, the rest of the head and half the neck 
are of a dark slate, richly glossed with green and 
violet ; remainder ofthe neck and breast is black 
or dusky; belly, pale brown, barred with dusky, 
in narrow lines ; back, deep brownish-black, each 
feather waived with large .semi-ovals of brownish- 
white ; lesser wing-coverts, a bright light blue. 
Habits similar to those of the Green-winged 
Teal. 

Q. cyanopiera. — The Red-breasted Teal. 
This pretty fowl occasionally visits our waters 
in company with the other Teals. 

Spalula clypeata. — The Shoveller, or Spoonbill. 
The Spoonbill breeds in the north-west. Visits 
Canada in the spring and autumn. Head 
and neck, green ; forepart, and sides ofthe breast, 
white ; rest of under parts, purplish -chestnut. 

Cliaulelasmus slrt-perus. — The Gadwall, or 

Gray Duck. 

This species breeds in the far north. Visits 

Canada during the spring and fall migrations. 
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Mead and neck, brownish-white ; forepart of 
breast and back, blackish ; underneath, plumbe- 
ous-gray. 

Mareca americatta — Baldpate. or American 

Widgeon. 

This beautiful fowl breeds in Manitoba. Visits 

Canada in company with Teals and Canvass- 

back Ducks, Head and neck, gray, spotted with 

Lblack ; a broad green patch around and behind 

■the eye ; top of the head, nearly white. 




X sponsa. — The Summer Duck, or Wood Duck. 

This bird is, without exception, the most beau- 
teful of all our ducks. It builds its nest i 
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hollow tree, or on a limb that hangs over water ; 
eggs, twelve or thirteen, of a yellowish white 
color. The Wook Duck is easily domesticated. 
and becomes quite tame, breeding, and soon 
acquiring all the habits of the common duck. 
Head and crest, greenish purple, with white lines ; 
throat, white; breast, reddish-brown, marked 
with white ; wings and back, green, with purple 
reflections ; sides ashy-gray ; abdomen, white : 
tail, purplish -green above, brown beneath ; the 
whole plumage beautifully variegated with pur- 
ple, green, chestnut, white, and ashy. 

Sub-Family FULiGUi.IN/E. — The Sea Ducks. 
Fulix collar is.- — The Ring-necked Duck. 

This duck is distinguished by a chestnut col- 
lar around the middle of the neck. Color, above, 
black ; beneath, white. Frequents the Lower 
St. Lawrence in the fall. 

Fulix luarila. — The Scaup Duck, or Blue-bill. 

The Scaup Duck breeds in the north-west. 
Visits Canada during the spring and autumn 
migrations, in small flocks. Head, neck, shoul- 
ders, back, and tail, black; under parts, white ; 
bill, blue : legs, plumbeous ; iris, yellow. 
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^wj.— The Little Black-head Duck. 

This pretty and well known bird sometimes 
I breeds in Canada. It is often called " Blue-bill 
I Coot" by our sportsmen. Head, neck, shoulders, 
I lower part of back and tail, black ; belly, sides, 
I and inner wing surfaces, pure white; wings, 
I blackish, with purple reflections. 

Aythya amcrUana. — The Red-head Duck. 

This fine duck is generally very abundant in 
I Canada. It breeds here. Head and neck, for 
I more than half its length, brownish red ; rest of 
I neck and body anterior to the shoulders and 
I lower part of the back, black ; beneath, white. 

A. vallisiu-ria. — The Canvass-back Duck. 

This much esteemed duck is becoming quite 
are in Ontario, where it was, a few years since, 
I abundant. This duck is twenty-three or twenty- 
1 four inches long; beak, large and black; the 
I head and part of the neck, of a rich glossy red- 
[ di.sh -chestnut, ending in a broad span of black 
I that covers the upper part of the breast ; back, 
I scapulas, lower part of the breast, and belly, 
I white; tail, short and pointed; legs and feet, 
I pale ash. Breeds in northern Canada. 
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Bucephala ulaiidka. — -Barrow's Duck. 

This duck breeds in the arctic regions. Visits 
Canada late in the fall. Head and neck, violet- 
blue ; a large white patch anterior to the eye ; 
lower neck and under parts, white ; a narrow 
white patch on the middie wing coverts ; rest of 
upper parts, black. 

B. americana. — ^The Golden-eye ; Whistle Wing. 
This duck breeds in Canada. Nests, in a tall 
dead tree, or in the top of a stub ; eggs, six or 
eight, of a greenish-blue color. Head and upper 
part of neck, green ; back, and tail, black ; under 
parts, white. 

B. albeola. — The Buffle-head, or Dipper. 
This is a common and well known bird. It 
breeds in Canada. Nests, in the holes of dead 
trees; eggs, six, of a yellowish- blue color. Color, 
above, black ; beneath, white ; in front of the 
eye and on the sides of the collar behind, rich 
green ; a patch of white on each side of t!ie head, 

HUtrioHtcus torquahis. — The Harlequin Duck. 

The Harlequin Duck breeds in the far north. 
Visits Canada in the fall. Head and neck, dark 
blue ; sides and upper parts, light blue, becoming 
darker near the tail ; under parts generally white. 
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Harelda gladalis. — The Long-tailed Duck; 
Old Wife. 

This duck is a frequent visitor during the 
[spring and fall migrations. Breeds in the north- 
ern part of this continent. Head, neck, and 
breast, blackish-brown; sides of the head and 
body, bluish-gray; under parts, white. 

Melamtia velvetuia. — The Velvet Duck, or 
White- winged Coot, 

The Velvet Duck is a regular fall visitor, 
usually arriving in October. General color, 
black ; a white patch around and behind the 
I eye, and a large white speculum on the wing. 

Pcliouctta pcrspicillala.—T\\ii Surf Duck. 

The Surf Duck breeds in the northern part of 
Canada. Color, black, with a greenish lustre; 
I a white patch on the top of the head. 

Oidfffiia anuriai'ia. — The Black Scoter. 

The Black Scoter is an irregular visitor in 
! Canada. General color, black. 

Somatcria moHissima. — The Eider Duck. 

This well known duck breeds in abundance in 
I Labrador and in northern Canada. During the 
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fall and early winter it is occasionally shot 
near Toronto. Color, above, white ; beneath, 
black ; forehead and sides of the head, black. 

S, spectabilis. — The King Duck, or King Eider. 

This is a more northern species than the 
preceding. It is seldom seen in Ontario. Speci- 
mens are occasionally obtained in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. Length twenty-one and a-half 
inches. Body and wings, black ; throat, white ; 
top of head, bluish-ash ; sides of the head, 
green. 

Sab-Family Erismaturin.^. 

Erismatiira riibida, — The Ruddy Duck; 

Dipper. 

The Ruddy Duck is a spring and fall visitor. 
Length, sixteen inches ; color, chestnut-red 
above ; grayish-white below ; top of head, black. 
Visits Canada during the fall migrations. 

E, dominica. — The Black Masked Duck. 

This species is an accidental visitor in Canada. 
Its habitat is Labrador, the Lower St. Lawrence, 
and Lake Champlain. 
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Sub-Family MKkGlN^;.^77;f Sheldrakes. 

\Mcrgits serrator. — The Red-breasted Merganser. 

The Red-breasted Merganser breeds in Cana- 

[ da. The head and neck is dark green, under 

parts, yellowish-white. Head with a conspicuous 

i crest. Nests, in a marsh or on an island ; eggs, 

I ten, light drab. 

I M. americatms. — The Goosander, or Fish Duck. 
This beautiful fowl frequently breeds in On- 

, tario. It builds its nest on the top of a tall 
stump, or on the branch of a dead tree ; eggs, 
eight in number, of a pale creamy white. Head 
and neck, green ; back, black ; under parts, 

I salmon color; wings, white, crossed by a band 

lof black. 




HOODED MEKOAjraER. 



\ Lophodyies eiteHllatiis. — The Hooded Merganser. 
elegant bird is not so common as the 
Jlther Mergansers. It breeds in Canada. Nests, 
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in the top of a stub or in ;i tall pine ; eggs. 
twelve or fourteen in number, of a clear white 
color. This species is eighteen inches long ; the 
head, neck, and tail, black ; the under parts and 
centre of the crest, white. 



SUB-ORDER GAVIiE. 

Family PELICANID^. THE PELICANS. 

Pelicanus fiisciis. — The Brown Pelican. 
The Brown Pelican is fifty-six inches long ; 
bill, thirteen and a-half inches ; color, dark. 
Several specimens of this fine bird have been 
shot in Western Canada within the last two 
years, They arc accidental visitors. 

P. crythrorhynchus. — The Rough-billed Pelican. 
This magnificent bird is seventy inches in 
length; the prevailing color white. It is an 
occasional visitor in We.stern Canada. 

Family SULID^. THE GANNETS. 

Siila daxsa/ia.— The Common Gannct. 
This species breeds on the coast of Labrador 
and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Visits Ontario 
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' in the fall, in flocks of twenty or thirty. Length, 
thirty-eight inches ; general color, white. Feeds 
upon fish, which it obtains by plunging from a 
height, often remaining under water for several 
minutes. The nest of the gannet is made of 
i-weed and grasses, placed on the rocks near 

; the sea co:iit. It lays but one egg, of a pale 
green color. 



Family GRACULID^. THE 
CORMORANTS. 

Graculus carbo. — The Common Cormorant. 

This species breeds in Canada. They are 

' quite common in the interior of the country. 

Nests, in the crevices of rocks ; eggs, three, of 

a bluish-green color. Among the whole of the 

web-footed birds which prey on fish, there arc 

I none so voracious as Cormorants. They are 

I most excellent divers, and pursue their prey 

with astonishing facility beneath the surface of 

the water, but upon land they are extremely 

awkward in their movements, owing to their legs 

being placed so far backwards : they, however, 

fly with rapidity ; and the tail being rather long, 

and furnished with strong feathers, it helps to 

iupport the body while walking. As soon as 

winter approaches, they arc seen dispersed along 

I the sea shores, entering the mouths of fresh-water 
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rivers, and threatening destruction to all the finny 
tribe. The Common Cormorant is thirty-seven 
inches in length ; the color, bluish-black, gular- 
sac, yellow, with a broad white band at the base. 






DUUBLE-CRESTED CuRMORANT. 

Graculus dilophus, — The Double-crested 
Cormorant. 

This specie's is not so well known as the pre- 
ceding. Its habits arc similar to the Common 
Cormorant. Breeds in Labrador. The head. 
neck, lower part of the back, and entire under 
surface, is greenish-black ; upper mandible, dark 
brown ; lower, yellow ; iris, green ; legs, and feet, 
black ; gular sac, orange ; behind each eye is a 
tuft of loose feathers, which form the crest. 
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Family LARID/E.-^r//^ GULLS. 

Sub-Family I,F.STKiniN.-K. — The Skua Gidh. 

Stercoraritts parasiticus. — The Arctic Skua. 

The Arctic Skua breeds in the northern part 

of this continent. During the winter it frequents 

the sea coast of Canada. Length, twenty-two 

inches ; color, above, brownish-black ; beneath, 

white. 

S. pomaritins. — The Pomarine Skua. 
This species breeds in the far north. It is 
much more common than the preceding. Color, 
dark brown, tinged with black, above ; beneath, 
white. Length, twenty inches. A regular visitor 
to the sea coast of Nova Scotia and Newfound- 
land. 

Sub-Family LARIN--E. — The Gulls. 
Lams mariuiis. — The Great Black-backed Gull. 
This fine bird i-s twenty-six inches in length ; 
the bill is pa!e yellow, thick and strong ; upper 
parts of the back and wing, black ; all the other 
parts ofits plumage, white ; legs, pale flesh color. 
Breeds in Labrador. Is a fall, and, sometimes, 
winter visitor in Canada. 

Lams Sabiiti. — The Fork-tailed Gull. 
This gull frequents the coast of New Bruns- 
i wick and Nova Scotia. Head and upper part of 
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, neck, blackish-gray ; lower neck, lower parts^ 
and tail, white ; back and wings, bluish-gray ; 
tail, long and forked. 

Larus Rossii. — Ross's Gull. 
The habitat of this pretty gull is the arctic 
r^ons. During the fall and winter a few 
spedmcns are occasionally seen in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, and on the coast of Nova Scotia 
and Newfoundland. Back and wings, grayish- 
blue ; neck, lower parts, and tail, white: bill, 
black ; feet, red. Discovered by Sir James 
Clark Ross, the navigator. 



Larus FrankHnii. — Franklin's Gull. 
This gull is a rare visitor in Canada. Its 
habitat is the arctic regions. Bill and feel, 
Vermillion ; neck, rump, tail, and under plumage, 
white ; black hood on nape ; upper parts, bluish- 
gray ; quills terminated with white 

L. argmlatus.—Jhc Herring Gull, or Silvery 

Gull. 
The Silvery Gull is a regular visitor in Canada. 
It is twenty-four inches long ; bill, yellow ; head, 
neck, and tail, white ; the back and wing coverts, 
bluish-ash ; legs, pale flesh color. Breeds in the 
north. 
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L. callus. — The Common Gull. 

The Common Gull is the most numerous of 
I the family. It is seventeen inches long: bill, 
I yellow ; head, neck, tail, and whole under side 
I of the body, white ; the back and coverts of the 
Lwings are gray. 

L.glaitcus. — The Glaucous Gull. 

This gull breeds in the arctic regions. An 
{^accidental visitor in Canada. 

/.. leitcoptcrus. — The White-winged Gull. 
This species breeds in the far north. A rare 



/,. De/awarensi's.—ThK Ring-billed Gull. 
This gull is a rare visitor in Canada. 

L. cbifrMcus. — ^Thc Ivory Gull. 
This beautiful gull is very common in the 
I arctic regions, and occasionally visits Canada 
(in the fall and winter. 

Creagnts fitrcatits. — The Swallow-tailed Gull. 
This pretty gull is an accidental visitor in 
ICanada. Its habitat is the Pacific coast. 

XChroicocepkaltts atrkilta. — The Laughing Gull. 
This little giill is a summer resident of 
(Canada. The head and upper part of the neck . 
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is blackish-gray ; lower part of neck and entire 
under plumage, pure white ; back and wings, 
grayish-lead color. Breeds in Canada. Nests, 
in marshes ; eggs, three, of an olive-drab color. 

C. Philadelphia. — Bonaparte's Gull. 

This well known gull is a summer resident of 
Canada. Back and wings, clear bluish-gray ; 
under plumage, rump, and tail, white ; length, 
fourteen inches. 

Rissa tridactyla. — The Kittiwake Gull. 

The Kittiwake Gull occasionally visits Lake 
Ontario during the fall. The head, neck, and 
under plumage is pure white ; back and wings, 
light bluish-gray ; bill, greenish-yellow ; legs, 
brownish-black. 

Sub-Family SXERIN^. — The Terns. 

Sterna aranea. — The Marsh Tern. 

This pretty tern is a regular visitor. Head, 
black ; back and wings, light bluish-gray; under 
plumage, pure white ; bill, legs, and feet, black. 

S. caspia. — The Caspian Tern. 

The Caspian Tern is a fall and winter visitor. 
Head, black, glossed with green ; back and 
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I wings, light bluish ash ; under plumage, pure 

I white ; bill, and inside of mouth, bright red ; 

s and feet, black; tail, forked. Breeds in the 

northern regions. 

-S". Wiisonii. — Wilson's Tern. 

This is the most common species in Canada. 

Head, deep black, tinged with brown ; back and 

I wings, light grayish blue ; breast and abdomen, 

I clear pearl gray. Breeds on the sea coast of New 

j Brunswick. 




Arctic Tern. 



The Arctic Tern i.'^ a fall and winter visitor 

in Ontario. Breeds on the sea coast of Nova 

' Scotia. Head and neck black ; back and wings. 
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light grayish-blue ; under parts, blui^-gray, of r 
lifter shade than the back ; legs and feet, crim- 
son ; bilL deep carmine. 

A". frcnata.—The Least Tern. 
Tlie Least Tem is an irregular visitor. Bra 
on the sea coast. Length, nine inches ; coin 
bluish-gray above; underneath, white; 
orange ; legs and feet, orange-red. 



5. fuliginosa. — The Sooty Tem. 
This Tern is a regular summer visitor. 



Hei 



neck, and abdomen, black ; back and 
plumbeous-gray. 

S. />an'efisea.^Ko^es.te Tern 
The Roseate Tern is an irregular summ^ 
visitor in Canada. 

Rhynchops nigra. — Black Skimmer or Sheerwata 
This fowl occasionally visits Lake Ontario i 
the spring, retiring south to breed in Juiw 
Color, head, neck, and wings, black ; throj 
breast, and abdomen, white ; leg.s, scarlet] 
length of the upper mandible, three inches aiu 
a-half; of the lower, four inches and a-hall| 
The peculiar formation of its bill, the towei 
idiblc being one inch longer than the uppei 
it easily to obtain its food while skin 
►er tile surface of the water. 




Cotymbiis lorqiiatus. — The Great Nortiiern Div 
or Loon. 

The Great Northern Diver is a resident of 
I Canada. Nests, on an island, or in a meadow or 
I marsh, near the borders of the interior lakes ; 
I *ggs, two or three in number, of a reddish-brown 
[■color, with an olive tint. This bird is twenty- 
I eight inches in length. Head and neck, bluish- 
I green ; upper plumage and wing coverts, deep 
I glossy black, marked with white spots. 



C. scptmtrionalis. — The Red-throated Diver. 

This species is not so common as the Great 
Northern Diver, usually arriving here in October 
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from the coast of Labrador, where it breeds. 
Color, above, brownish-black, tinged with green ; 
underneath, white; bill, bluish-black; iris, bright 
red ; feet, brownish-black. 

Sub-Family PODlLiriN.i;.— 77;(- Grebes. 

Podiceps griseigma. — I'he Red-necked Grebe. 

The Red-necked Grebe breeds in the far 
north ; visits Canada in the fall. Upper parts, 
blackish-brown; lower parts, pure white; bill, 
black ; feet, greenish-black. Length, eighteen 
inches. 

P. cristatits.—TVz Crested Grebe. 
This Grebe is a common summer resident of 
Canada. Nests, in a swamp or marsh ; eggs, 
four in number, white. Thi.s bird is mostly- 
valued for the plumage of its breast, the flesh 
being rank and nauseous. Color, above, unibur- 
brown ; beneath, pure white ; long tufts on each 
side of the head, of umber-brown color. 

P. corniilns. — The Morned Grebe. 
The Horned Grebe breeds in northern Canada. 
Visits Ontario in the fall. Color, above, brown- 
ish-black ; breast, bright chestnut ; abdomen, 
white ; bill, bluish-black ; feet, dark gray. 
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Podilymbiis podiceps. — The Pied-billed Grebe. 

This species is a common summer resident of 

f Canada. Upper parts, dark brown ; breast and 

abdomen, grayish-white, mottled with dusky 

spots. 

Family PROCELLARID^, THE 
PETRELS. 

Tknlassidroma LeiultH. — Leach's Petrel. 

Leach's Petrel breeds on the sea coast of New 

Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Nests, in the 

crevices of rocks. Lays one pure white egg. The 

\ general color of this bird is sooty-brown ; bill 

and feet, black. Length, eight inches. 




T. I (•V/fCH/V. —Wilson's Stormy Petrel. 
This Petrel is seven inches in length. Color, 
heep sooty-black ; tail, green ; wings reaching a 
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little beyond its tip ; tarsus, oni; and a half 
inches in length. Breeds on the small islands off 
the coast of Nova Scotia. Its habits and gene- 
ral color are simitar to those of Leach's Petrel. 
This is the bird so much dreaded by sailors as 
the harbinger of a storm, and to which they 
have given the name of " Mother Carey's 
Chicken." It is met with on every part of the 
ocean, diving or skimming over the surface of 
the rolling waves of the most tempestuous sea. 
Captain Sir James Clark Ross, in his Voyage, 
&c., to the Antarctic Regions, observes that, when 
in lat. 47" 17' S.. long. 58° 50' E., "we were 
accompfinied on our course by petrels of two or 
three different kinds. These birds added a 
degree of cheerfulness to our solitary wanderings, 
which contrasted strongly with the dreary and 
unvarying stillness of the tropical region, where 
not a sea-bird is to be seen, except only in the 
vicinity of its few scattered islets, which is the 
more remarkable where the ocean abounds so 
plentifully with creatures fit for their food." 

Sub-Family PuFFlNUS. 

Puffimis cincrms. — Wandering Shearwater. 

This bird frequents the sea, coast of the 

maritime- provinces. Upper parts, deep brown ; 

lower parts, grayish-white ; bill, yellowish-green ; 

feet, light greenish-gray ; length, twenty inches. 
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Puffinus maj'oi'.— The Greater Shearwater. 

The Greater Shearwater frequents the extreme 
' eastern coast of Canada. Length, twenty inches; 

brownish-ash, above ; grayish-white, below; bill, 
' compressed near the end ; a straight spur in 

place of a hind toe 

Pttffimis angloruin. — -Mank's Slicai-water. 

Habitat, the coast of New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, and Newfoundland. Upper parts, brown- 
ish-black ; lower, white ; bill, greenish-black. 
[ Length, fourteen inches. Breeds in burrows ; 
lays one white egg. 

Puffinus obscurus.- — Dusky Shearwater. 

Tliis bird frequents the coast of New Bruns- 
^_ wick and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Upper 
^^H parts, sooty black ; lower, white ; bill, light blue. 
^^^ Length, eleven inches. 

^■spe 



Family ALCID^. 

Sub-Family Alcin.k. — The Auks. 

Aka impennis. — The Great Auk. 

The Great Auk is becoming very rare : a few 

I specimens arc occasionally seen on the coast of 

Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, Color : head. 



J 
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neck, and upper parts, black ; lower parts, 
white. Nests, on the sand ; eggs, two, reddish- 
brown. 

Alca torda. — The Razor-billed Auk. 

The Razor-billed Auk is seventeen inches in 
length. The general form of this bird is short 
and heavy ; bill, long ; upper parts, brownish- 
black ; under parts, white. Frequents the sea 
coast of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. Breeds 
in the arctic regions. They build no nests, but 
lay their eggs upon the bare edges of lofty 
rocks overhanging the sea. Large numbers of 
these birds are killed on the coast for the sake 
of their breast feathers. 

Mormon glacialis. — Large-billed Puffin. 

This bird frequents the Bay of Fundy and the 
sea coast of New Brunswick. Bill and feet, 
orange-yellow ; sides of the head and lower 
parts, white ; a dark grayish color extends to 
the lower mandible. 
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AHCTFC PVFFIK. 



Mor'twn arctica. — The Arctic Puffin. 

This exceedingly quaint looking bird is twelve 
inches in length. It has a very large bill, which 
has the appearance of a sheath slipped over both 
mandibles ; it is curved towards the point, com- 
pressed vertically, and transversely furrowed on 
the sides; the chin and cheeks are white, bor- 
, dcred with gray, the latter much puffed up with 
feathers, which make the head look large and 
round. The crown of the head and upper part 
of the plumage are black, and a collar of the 
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same color encircles the neck ; the under parts 
are white, and the legs are orange. The female 
deposits her single whitish-colored egg in a hole 
dug out and formed in the ground by her mate 
and herself, or in one ready-made by the rabbits, 
which they easily dislodge. Puffins are met with 
on almost all the rocky cliffs on the coasts of 
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, and on many 
of the surrounding islands. They are gregarious 
and migratory. 



Sub-Family URlN.li.— TA' Giiille^Hots. 




BLACK OUILLEMOT. 



Uria g>ylic.~The Black Guillemot. 

The Black Guillemot is thirteen inches '! 
length. Color, black ; a white patch on each 
wing. This bird is a resident of Eastern Canada 
throughout the year. It breeds on the rocky 
islands off the coast of New Brunswick ; eggs, 
three in number, pure white. 
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Uria lomvia. — The Foolish Guillemot. 

This species is seventeen inches in length. 
The head, neck, back, wings, and tail, are of a 
slate color; the breast and abdomen, white. 
This bird is very common on the coast of New 
Brunswick, where they occasionally breed. 

Uria Brunswickii. — Large-billed Guillemot. 

This Guillemot frequents the coast of New 
Brunswick. Color, above, grayish-black ; abdo- 
men and edges of the wings, white ; bill, black ; 
feet, dusky ; eggs, three, bluish-green, laid in 
the sand. 

Uria ringvia, — The Murre. 

The Murre is the same size as the preceding ; 
upper parts, dark brown, with a tinge of ash ; 
under parts, white. Frequents the coast of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick. 

Mergidus alle. — The Arctic Sea Dove. 

This species is only eight inches in length. 
Color, brownish-black, above ; white, beneath. 
This bird is a winter visitor to the sea coast of 
Canada. 



16 



122 Birds of Canada. 



SUPPLEMENT. 



Family PICIDiE. THE WOODPECKERS, 

Sub-Family PlClN^. 

Centtirees carolinensis. — The Red-bellied 

Woodpecker. 

The Red-bellied Woodpecker is a common 
summer resident of Canada. It possesses all 
the active and noisy habits characteristic of its 
family. Length, ten inches ; color, above, black, 
crossed with white ; wings, black, tipped with 
bars of white ; head, neck, and shoulders, glossy 
red ; cheeks and under sides of the neck, pale 
bufif ; breast and abdomen, yellowish-ash, stained 
with bright red ; legs and feet, bluish-green ; 
iris, red. Nests, in a hollow limb ; eggs, four, 
pure white. This species seldom appears about 
orchards or open grounds ; but it often visits 
corn fields in search of grain, of which it is 
particularly fond. Its principal food is insects, 
which it obtains from decayed trees after the 
manner of other woodpeckers. 
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. los 


Crested . 
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Cow Bird .... 
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Crake, Corn 






90 


Crane, Sandhill . 
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" White 






■ 76 


Creeper, American 






■ 33 


Black and White . 






■ 34 


Crossbill, Red . . . . 






■ 51 


" White-winged 






■ 51 


Crow 






. 66 


Cuckoo, Black-billed . 






12 


Yellow-billed . 






II 


Curlew, Esquimaux 






. 88 


Long-billed . 






87 


Short-billed . 






. 88 


Diver, Great Northern 






113 


Red-throated . 






"3 


Dove, Carolina . . . . 






69 


Duck, Barrow's . . . . 






, 100 




' Black . . . . 






95 




' Black-masked . 
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Buffle-head 






100 




' Canvas-back 






99 




' Eider . . . . 






. lOl 




'* Eider, or King Eider 






102 




" Gadwairs Gray 






96 




'* Green-head 






94 




" Harlequin 






100 




" T,ittle Black-head 






99 




" Long-tailed, or Old Wife . 






. lOl 




" Pintail . . . . 






95 




" Red-head . . . . 






99 




'^ Ruddy . . . , 






. 102 




'* Scaup . . . . 






. 98 




" Shoveller . . . . 
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Eagle, Golden 
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Gallinule, Purple 

Gannet, Common 

Godwit, Hudsonian 
" Marbled 

Goshawk, 

Goosander . 

Goose, Brown-fronted 
Canada 
Snow 

White-cheeked 
White-fronted 

Grackle, Purple . 
Rusty . 

Grebe, Crested 
Horned 
Pied-billed 
Red-necked 

Grosbeak, Blue . 



« 



n 



u 



n 



il 



n 



a 



90 
104 

87 

87 

3 
103 

93 

93 
92 

94 

93 
66 

65 
114 

114 

IIS 
114 

60 



126 



Index. 



PAGE 



Grosbeak, Evening 








. 60 


Pine . 








. 49 


" Rose-breasted 








• 59 


Grouse, Sharp-tailed . 








. 71 


Guillemot, Black . 








. 120 


Foolish 








. 121 


•* Large-billed 








. 121 


Gull, Bonaparte's 








. no 


*' Common 








. 107 


" Fork-tailed . . 








.. 108 


" Franklin's . 








. 109 


** Glaucous 








. 109 


" Great Black-backed 








. 107 


" Herring 








. 108 


" Ivory . 








. 109 


" Kittewake . 








. no 


" Laughing . 








. 109 


" Ring-billed 








. 109 


" Ross's 








. 108 


" Swallow-tailed . 








. 109 


" White-winged 


• 
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109 


Hawk, Black 5 


" Broad-winged . 








S 


" Cooper's . 








3 


Duck 








I 


** Fish 








. 7 


Marsh 








6 


" Night 








. 21 


" Pigeon 








2 


" Red-shouldered 








4 


Red-tailed 








4 


" Rough-legged . 








S 


" Sharp-shinned . 
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Hawk Sparrow .... 
Hen, Marsh .... 
Heron, Great Blue 

" Green .... 

" Night .... 
Humming Bird .... 


2 

. %^ 

• 73 

• 75 
. 75 

• 71 


Ibis, Glossy .... 
Indigo Bird .... 


. 61 


Jay, Blue 

" Canada .... 


. 68 


Lark, Shore .... 

" Meadow .... 

T/egs, Yellow . . . . 


. 48 

. .64 

. . 8s 


Mallard 

Martin, Purple .... 
Merganser, Hooded 

Red-breasted . 


. 94 
. 18 
. 103 
. 103 


Murre 


. 121 


Nuthatch, Red-bellied 

White-bellied . 


. 32 
. 32 


Oriole, Baltimore 

Orchard .... 
Owl, Barred .... 


. . 6s 

. . 64 

. 8 


'•' Cinereous .... 
" Great Horned 

" Hawk 

" Long-eared .... 


. 9 

• 7 
. 10 

. 8 
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Owl, Saw-whet . 








9 


" Screech 








. 8 


" Short-eared . 








8 


" Sparrow 








9 


" Snowy 








10 


Oyster-catcher . 








• 78 


" Backman's 








• 79 


Partridge, Ruffled 71 


" Spruce 








• 70 


" Virginia 








• 72 


Pelican, Brown . 








. 104 


Rough-billed . 








• 

, 104 


Petrel, Greater Shearwater, 


or 






117 


" Leach's . 








115 


" Wilson's Stormy 
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Pewee, Wood 








25 


Phalarope, Northern . 








80 


Red . 








81 


Wilson's . 








81 


Phebe Bird .... 








25 


Pigeon, Wild 








69 


Plover, Black-bellied . 








78 


" Field 




« 




86 


Golden 








77 


" Kill-deer . 








9 w 

77 


** Mountain . 








m w 

77 


" Piping . 
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78 


" Semi-palmated 








78 


" Wilson's . 








77 


Puffin, Arctic 
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" T /arge-billed 
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Rail, Carolina 89 


" Clapper 










. 88 


'' Little Black 










. 89 


*' Virginia 










. 89 


" Yellow 










. 89 


Raven .... 










. 66 


Red-poll, Lesser . 










. 52 


Red-start 










. 41 


Robin .... 










. 28 


Sandpiper, Bonaparte s . .84 


Bufif-breasted 






. 86 


" Cooper's . 






. 82 


** Curlew 








83 


Least 








. 83 


Purple 








. 83 


Red-backed 








83 


" Semi-palmated . 








. 84 


Solitary . 








85 


Spotted 








. 86 


Stilt . 








84 


*' Yellow Legs 








85 


Sanderling .... 








84 


Shearwater, Dusky 








117 


" Greater . 








117 


" Manks 








117 


" Wandering 








116 


Sheerwater, Black 








112 


Swan, American . 








91 


" Trumpeter 








91 


Skua, Arctic 








107 


** Pomarine . 








107 


Shrike, Great Northern 








45 


" Whitc-rumped 








46 
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Snipe, Gray . . . . 




. . 




. %2 


'* Grayback . 








. 82 


" Jack . . . . 








. 83 


" Longbeak . 








. 82 


" Tell-tale . 








. 85 


" Wilson's . 








. 8r 


Snow Bird . . . . 








55 


Sparrow, Chipping 








. 56 


Field . 








> 56 


" Fox-coloured 








58 


" Savannah 








53 


Song . 








. 57 


" Swamp . 








57 


Tree . 








56 


" White-crowned 








54 


White-throated 








55 


" Yellow-winged 








54 


Swallow, Bank 








18 


Barn . 








17 


" Chimney 








17 


Clifif . 








18 


White-breasted 








18 


Tanager, Scarlet . 








4^ 


Teal, Blue-winged 








96 


" Green-winged 








95 


** Red-breasted . 








96 


Tell-tale 








85 


Tern, Arctic 
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" Caspian 








no 


*' Least . 








. 112 


" Marsh 








. no 


" Roseate 








. 112 


" Sooty . . . . 








, 112 


" Wilson's 
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Thrush, Golden-crowned 








42 


Hermit . 








27 


" Olive-backed . 








27 


" Tawney . 








27 


Wood . 








26 


Titmouse, Hudson's Bay 








31 


Thrasher, Brown . 








28 


Turkey, Wild 








72 


Turnstone .... 








79 


Black . 








79 


Vireo, Red-eyed 46 


" Solitary 


1 « 


• 47 


" Warbling 


t 


, 46 


" White-eyed .... 


\ 


• 47 


" Yellow-throated 


« 


47 


Woodpecker, Banded Three-toed . .13 


Black-backed . 




. 13 


" Downy . 






13 


" Golden-winged 






. 15 


Hairy . 






. 12 


Pileated . 






• 14 


Red-bellied . 






. 122 


Red-headed . 






, 14 


Yellow-bellied 






■ 13 


Widow, Chuck-Will's . 






. 22 


Whip-poor-will .... 






• 19 


Wren, Cuvier's Golden-crested 






■ 30 


** Golden-crested . 


• 




. 30 


" House 






. 34 


" Winter .... 






. 34 


" Long-billed 






. 33 


Wagtail, or Water Thrush 


• 






. 42 
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Warblerj Bay-breasted 




• 


. 17 


Black and Yellow . 




• 


• 39 


'* Blackburnian 




. 


• 37 


Black-poll . 


^ 


. 


. 38 


Black-throated Blue 




» 


• 37 


Black-throated Green 




• 


■ 36 


Blue-winged Yellow 




• 


. 40 


" Blue Yellow-backed 




« 


• 35 


Cape May 






• 36 


Chcstnut-sided 




1 


■ 38 


" Golden-winged 






. 40 


Hooded 






■ 39 


** McGillivray's 






• 35 


Maryland Yellow-throat 






• 35 


" Mourning 






■ 35 


*• Nashville 






• 41 


" Pine-creeping 






3« 


" Tennessee 






41 


" Worm-eating 






40 


Yellow . 






3S 


" Yellow-rump . 






37 


Yellow Red-poll . 






36 


Widgeon, American . 






97 


Willet 






85 


Woodcock .... 




^ 


81 


Yellow Bird .... 
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